
Field Notes: October 2024 

Plumbeous Vireo, Virginia’s Warbler, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Parasitic Jaeger, Ruff 

The month seemed drier and warmer than normal, but now, at the end of the month, it looks like fall has finally arrived. A couple very rare birds 
were reported in the county during the month – Plumbeous Vireo and Virginia’s Warbler. If the vireo is accepted, it would the first accepted record 
away from SE Oregon. As is normal for migration, there were a few stragglers reported and a few early arrivals. 

Abbreviations: 
Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR), Oregon Bird Records Committee (OBRC),  
South Jetty of the Siuslaw River (SJSR) 
 
Vaux’s Swift ........................... Oct 18 ........ SJSR .......................... LH .................... Around a couple weeks later than normal 
Semipalmated Plover ........... Oct 25 ........ FRR ........................... TJ,AC ............... Around a little later than normal 
Ruff ........................................ Oct 4 .......... FRR – W Coyote ....... NC .................... Rare, but almost annual 
Ruff ........................................ Oct 16 ........ FRR – Perkins .......... SM,LP .............. Same bird as above? 
Parasitic Jaeger ..................... Oct 20 ....... Rock Creek ................ MP ................... Always a “nice” find from land 
Black-Legged Kittiwake (24) Oct 17 ........ TokateeKlootchman . RR .................... First report for the winter 
Short-tailed Shearwater ....... Oct 17 ........ TokateeKlootchman . RR .................... First report for the winter 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Oct 22 ....... Florence .................... LW ................... Not commonly seen along the coast 
Rough-legged Hawk ............. Oct 11 ........ Siltcoos Estuary ........ LH .................... First report for the winter 
Short-eared Owl .................... Oct 19 ........ FRR – Fisher Butte .. HS .................... First report for the winter 
Cassin’s Vireo ........................ Oct 24 ....... Munsel Creek ............ LB .................... Around a couple weeks later than normal 
Plumbeous Vireo .................. Oct 6 .......... Skinner Butte ............ SH .................... First Lane record if accepted by OBRC 
Northern Shrike .................... Oct 22 ....... FRR – Royal Ave ...... JM.................... First report for the winter 
Blue Jay ................................. Oct 25 ........ Alton Baker Park ...... JE ..................... Rare, but numerous records for Lane 
Horned Lark.......................... Oct 22 ....... Low Pass area ........... RH ................... An unusual location: Coast Range forests 
Mountain Bluebird ............... Oct 22 ....... Scott Lake area ......... LP,SM .............. Around a little later than normal 
Townsend’s Solitaire ............ Oct 8 ......... Waldo Lake area ....... A&TM .............. Around a little later than normal 
Swainson’s Thrush ............... Oct 16 ........ SE Eugene ................. TM ................... The last report for the breeding season 
Cassin’s Finch ....................... Oct 22 ....... Scott Lake area ......... SM,LP .............. Around a little later than normal 
Lapland Longspur ................ Oct 23 ....... NJSR ......................... AC,et al ............ A normal window for their fall migration 
Snow Bunting........................ Oct 29 ....... NJSR ......................... LH .................... A normal window for their fall migration 
Yellow-headed Blackbird ..... Oct 8 ......... FRR – Perkins .......... EC .................... Around a little later than normal 
Virginia’s Warbler ................. Oct 23 ....... Neptune SP ............... SH,DP.............. Third Lane record if accepted by OBRC 
Palm Warbler ........................ Oct 15 ........ SJSR deflation plain. RR .................... A normal time for their fall migration 
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