
CBC Cottage Grove  
By Grace Fowler-Gore, Count Coordinator and Compiler 

 

Eight of us gathered at 6:30 am, Saturday, December 28, to enjoy a delicious hot breakfast at Vintage Inn. After a gloriously 
dry day counting birds, 21 of us gathered at El Tapatio Mexican Restaurant to share our results. This year Anne Heyerly 
spotted Cottage Grove’s first ever CBC Turkey Vulture. Several counters mentioned that there weren’t many sparrows. We 
even missed seeing a House Sparrow for only the second time out of 22 counts. 

Twenty-two Field Counters in 10 teams, along with 2 Home Counters, reported 92 species. Our total count of 6,449 was an 
increase of 751 more birds than last year, only 397 birds below our recent high of 6,052 birds in 2021. 

Once again, European Starling (932) was our highest Count bird, up 320 from last year. Dark-eyed Junco (595) was next, 
followed by American Robin (468), Pine Siskin (385), American Crow (365), Wild Turkey (331), Canada Goose (221), and 
Brewer’s Blackbird (193). Others in the 100+ category included:  Black-capped Chickadee, Mourning Dove, California Scrub-
Jay, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Mallard, Common Merganser, Rock Pigeon, and American Pipit. 

Exciting sightings of only one or two of a species included:  American Coot, Brown-headed Cowbird, Common Goldeneye, 
Red-necked Grebe, Ruffed Grouse, Green Heron, Canada Jay, Merlin, Great Horned Owl, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Hermit 
Thrush, Turkey Vulture, Eurasian Wigeon, and Pileated Woodpecker. This is only our third sighting of a Red-necked Grebe. 
For details and locations of these birds, please check out our trip report. 

A huge thank you goes out to all the participants in the CBC process. We were fortunate to have CBC birders who drove in 
when some of our local birders were unavailable. It takes all of us to make a difference. 
 


