ECBC 2024 Species Count Summary

By Vjera Thompson

The 83rd Eugene CBC was held on December 29, 2024, under many rainbows. A wet weather system was forecasted to swamp us on
Count Day, but thankfully most of the 1.3” of rain fell during the night. The early morning owling teams got wet, but those who started
later stayed mostly dry, except for the boots that trudged through flooded wetlands.

We recorded 73,250 birds with a total of 138 species, the highest species count since 2012. A group of 6 Mute Swans were new for the
count. Mute Swans are considered “exotic,” thus not countable by American Birding Associations standards. But the Christmas Bird
Count is interested in documenting them if they are free-flying. The other unusual birds were a Band-tailed Pigeon, a Barrow’s
Goldeneye, 2 Snowy Egrets (5th year and a recent high count record), a Lewis’s Woodpecker (only found on 3 of the last 20 counts), a
Canada Jay, 7 Tree Swallows, 8 Barn Swallows, and a wintering Common Yellowthroat (9th year). Crowd favorites at Fern Ridge were the
American White Pelicans that soared above rainbows for 77 different teams. Typically, the pelicans are only found in one or two areas.

One additional species was found during Count Week, the three days before and after the count: a lone Evening Grosbeak. Other
misses were Snow and Ross’s Goose (one was here Christmas Eve), Least Sandpiper, Osprey, Prairie Falcon, and Brown-headed Cowbird.

As always, we set some new high records. We had high numbers of ducks such as 532 Ring-necked Ducks (previously 351 in 1987) and
1,436 American Wigeons for a 20-year high (record high is 5,603 in 2003). Four teams found a record high 17 Virginia Rails (previously
12 in 2011). We hit a new high of 227 American Herring Gulls (175 in 1979) and a 20-year high with 345 Glaucous-winged Gulls. Other
waterbirds that hit 20-year highs were 152 Pied-billed Grebes and 166 Great Egrets. We also had a record high of Pine Siskins with 2,345
seen by 26 different teams (1,809 in 1992). Pine Siskins are irruptive, and some years are better than others. This year was record-setting.

We also had a few 20-year lows: Killdeers at 186 (we’ve averaged 528 in the 20-year time period), and Fox Sparrows dropped even
lower this year, from 123 to 104 (we've averaged 267 in the 20-year time period). Eurasian Collared-Doves went back up slightly, from
143 to 158. The ice storm in January 2024 may have wiped out some birds, but it’s not obvious in the data.

The morning rain hindered the owling teams, but we still found all the expected species except Northern Saw-whet Owl. Teams
enjoyed daytime sightings of 1 Barred Owl, 1 Western Screech-Owl, and 8 Short-eared Owls (a record high for the last 20 years).

Thanks to all the birders that made this another successful count.



