Christmas Bird Count — Florence
By Vjera Thompson

The 40th Florence Christmas Bird Count was held on Saturday, December 14, 2024. We had a decent turnout with 44 birders
in the field. A wet, windy weather system moved through the night before. Fortunately for us, it moved on around 8 am
Saturday morning. The day was overcast, but we mostly avoided rain the rest of the day except for a few sprinkles and a brief
hailstorm with a rainbow. The sun even came out briefly in the afternoon. The wind was steady but not terrible. The 8-foot king
tide at 11 am was impressive to see, but it made the beach inaccessible all morning. We met together in person afterwards
and had another enjoyable Countdown at Best Thai in Florence.

The paltry 116 species we recorded is the lowest we've had since 2016. The weather was not conducive to ocean birding. We
missed alcids and shearwaters on Count Day but found both for Count Week on the next day. We added 8 more species during
Count Week: Eurasian Wigeon, Greater White-fronted Goose, Ancient Murrelet, Pink-footed Shearwater (new for the Florence
Count), Sooty Shearwater, Eared Grebe, American Pipit, and Lesser Goldfinch.

The best bird found was a Brown-headed Cowbird that had been near Bay Street in Oldtown at the Gazebo Park for about a
month. It was the 3rd record for the count. The Osprey was our 8th record; one occasionally winters. We had three sightings of
Long-tailed Duck, which was only found twice in the last 9 Counts. Seventeen of the species were only found by one team.

We had several record highs. It was a fabulous count for Pine Siskins with 2,943 reported across almost every sector. This
more than doubled the previous high of 1,301 in 1992. We also set a new record for Marsh Wrens (113, previous high was 109
in 2019) due to gaining access to a new McKenzie River Trust property up the North Fork. Other record highs: 23 Greater
Yellowlegs (previous high 15 in 1994), 2,023 Pacific Loons (previous high 1,177 in 2006), 24 Bald Eagles (tied with 2008), 30
Black Phoebes (previous high 22 in 2021), 175 Golden-crowned Sparrows (previous high 169 in 2009), and 444 Red-winged
Blackbirds (previous high 408 in 2019).

Due to the pre-dawn rain, we did not have any owling.

As often happens, we missed several birds that were expected: Sora (found 5 of the last 7 counts), Marbled Murrelet (found
on the last 7 counts), Pileated Woodpecker (found on 34 counts), and Brewer’s Blackbird (found on 31 counts). We also missed
the Tropical Kingbird and Bullock’s Oriole that were seen about a week prior to the count.

Thanks to team leaders TyeJeske, Ellen Cantor, Rich Hoyer, Pat Blue Heron, Vjera Thompson, Marcia Maffei, Timothy
Moffett, Linda Gilbert, Peter Ralph, Paul Adamus, Adele Dawson, Dennis Arendt, and Josh Galpern. Thanks also to Ellen Cantor
for doing the upfront coordination.



