Oakridge CBC 2024

By Joel Geier, Count Coordinator and Compiler

On Tuesday, December 31, the Oakridge CBC volunteers enjoyed favorable conditions with scant snow, mild temperatures,
and rain holding off until late afternoon.

Teams on Hills Creek Reservoir found one loon and five grebe species, including a Red-necked Grebe, the first recorded in
our Count history. No grouse were found, but small groups of Mountain Quail were seen in two sectors.

Thrush numbers and diversity were high, with 18 Western Bluebirds, 2 Townsend’s Solitaires (both feeding on madrone
berries along with 12 Purple Finches in the same heavily-laden tree!), 14 Hermit Thrushes, 400 American Robins, and 62 Varied
Thrushes. Forest finch numbers were also up, with 130 Red Crossbills and a record-high 1,180 Pine Siskins.

Despite getting skunked on nocturnal owls (just one Northern Pygmy-Owl was found in the daytime) and generally low
numbers of sparrows and other brush birds, the overall Count Day total of 73 species was the highest since 1982!

Thanks to volunteers Jesse Pline, Deb Hill, Josh Galpern, Nancy Clogston, Vickie Buck, Ramiro Aragon, John Sullivan, Laura
Johnson, Jim Thomas, David Braunschweiger, Mary Lee Sayre, and Alicja Nichols for a great effort!



