
Field Notes: November/December 2024 

Common Grackle, Mute Swan, Hermit Warbler, VirginiaRail, 
Snow Goose 
It was a wet late fall/early winter with snow in the high Cascades. As you can see below, we’re finding 
more species that normally don’t winter in the area— climate change and/or more birders? 
 
Abbreviations: Eugene Pioneer Cemetery (EPC), Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR), South 
Jetty of the Siuslaw River (SJSR) 

Snow Goose ........................................ Nov 8 .............. Florence area ......................AC,et al Flying with cormorant flock 
Snow Goose ........................................ Dec 15 ............. Hileman Landing ..............RH First valley sighting  
Ross’s Goose ....................................... Dec 21 ............. Bond Rd ..............................RF Annual in small numbers 
Greater White-fronted Goose ........... Nov 20............ Alton Baker Park ...............DA Later than normal 
Brant (17) ............................................ Dec 10............. NJSR ...................................LH Never common along the coast 
Mute Swan (6) .................................... Dec 20 ............ FRR .....................................JSu Where did they come from? 
Tundra Swan ...................................... Dec 16 ............. Royal Ave, FRR ..................FT Normal arrival time 
Cinnamon Teal (2) ............................. Nov 28 ............ Meadowlark Prairie ...........VT Later than usual 
Long-tailed Duck (2) ......................... Dec 6 .............. NJSR ...................................LB Found some years along the coast 
Red-breasted Merganser (3) ............ Nov 21 ............ FRR .....................................JG Rare away from the coast 
Band-tailed Pigeon ............................ Dec 29 ............ Armitage Park ....................RA Rare in the winter 
Virginia Rail (18) ................................ Dec 29 ............ River Rd area .....................RH An amazingly high number 
Sora ...................................................... Nov 6 .............. NF Siuslaw River ...............LH Rare in winter, but becoming more common 
Sandhill Crane (1) .............................. Nov 8 .............. Walterville area ..................DT In field–dropped out of migrating flock? 
Sandhill Crane (5) .............................. Dec 5 ............... N Eugene ............................BG Heard overhead after dark–late migrants 
Semipalmated Plover (20) ................ Nov 15 ............ Perkins Pen. FRR ..............NC,et al A little later than normal 
Whimbrel ............................................ Nov 3 .............. NJSR ...................................DPe,LH A little later than normal 
Long-billed Curlew (5) ...................... Nov 15 ............ Perkins Pen. FRR ..............SH Uncommon and later than normal 
Surfbird ............................................... Dec 5 ............... SJSR ....................................RR Only report for period–where are they? 
Snowy Egret ........................................ Nov 8 .............. Perkins Pen. FRR ..............JSu Has wintered the last couple years 
Brown Pelican .................................... Nov 11 ............. NJSR ...................................LH Last report for the season 
Osprey ................................................. Dec 8 .............. Mt Pisgah ............................JSi,MA Last report for the season, will any winter? 
Red-b X Red-napped Sapsucker  ..... Dec19 .............. Luper Cemetery .................DA,JT Rare, but regular–mostly in the high 

Cascades 
Lewis’s Woodpecker .......................... Dec 29 ............ Coburg area ........................JJ Winter some years in small numbers 
Say’s Phoebe ....................................... Nov 21 ............ Cantrell Rd .........................SH First report for the winter 
Tropical Kingbird ............................... Nov 29 ............ Florence ..............................VT,AC Rare late fall migrant along coast 
Northern Shrike ................................. Nov 2 .............. Royal Ave, FRR ..................SR First report for the winter 
Tree Swallow (18) .............................. Dec 29 ............ Royal Ave, FRR ..................SM Still being seen 
Violet-green Swallow ......................... Dec 29 ............ Fisher Butte, FRR ..............DPa Last report 
Barn Swallow (5) ................................ Nov 29 ............ Fisher Butte, FRR ..............HS Last report 
Chipping Sparrow .............................. Nov 1............... Alton Baker Park ...............JSu Late sighting 
Harris’s Sparrow ................................ Nov 30............ Mt Pisgah ............................RT Rare, but almost annual 
Harris’s Sparrow ................................ Dec 10............. Hayden Bridge Rd .............DA Rare, but almost annual – same bird as 

above? 
Common Grackle ............................... Dec 18 ............. K.R. Nielsen Rd .................BP 2nd Lane Record 
Bullock’s Oriole .................................. Dec 2 .............. Florence ..............................NC,EC Rare in winter, but almost annual in 

Florence 
Brown-headed Cowbird .................... Dec 10............. Florence ..............................D&FN Uncommon in the winter 
Orange-crowned Warbler (11) .......... Dec 29 ............ River Road area .................RH A very high count for the winter 
Common Yellowthroat ...................... Nov 12 ............ Alton Baker Park ...............JSu Later than normal for this late migrant 
Common Yellowthroat ...................... Dec 29 ............ River Road area .................RH Wintering? 
Hermit Warbler .................................. Dec 21 ............. Sutton Lake ........................SK Rare wintering species 
Wilson’s Warbler ............................... Dec 3 .............. EPC ......................................QL Occasionally winters 
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