Field Notes: March 2025

Painted Bunting, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Mute Swan,
Great Gray Owl, Sandhill Crane

This has been one of those cool and wet, then sunny and warm Marches. It makes you think spring is here, then
winter returns. But plants are leafing out and many flowers are blooming. So, it got more like spring day by
day. Which means those breeding birds aren’t too far behind. But our first question is — where are the Rufous
Hummingbirds? We haven’t seen one at our feeders yet this year and by this time most years we have many
fighting over the feeders and perches in the yard. The reporting of the male Painted Bunting was delayed
because the homeowner didn’t want birders coming to the yard to see it. It’s the first report for Lane County!

Abbreviations:Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR)

MULE SWaN ....eveeerrrrrreeeneneesensesenensanes March 30........FRR — Royal Ave .RRb Rare for Lane — reported earlier this winter
Sandhill Crane........cccoeeeurevereevcueerennnne March 24 ....... SE Eugene JP..... .An unusual location

Black-necked Stilt .......ccceeerrererrcncnnce March 26 ....... FRR - Royal Ave LG First report for the breeding season
Long-billed Curlew (5) .....ccceeveerureurene March 13........ FRR - Perkins Pens. RARG... Rarely found this time of the year
Western Sandpiper (3) ......ceeeeeeeeeee March 3.......... FRR — Royal Ave JT Rarely found in the winter

Black-legged Kittiwake (5)........cee... March 25........ Sea Lion Caves...... .LP,SM ..Getting late for this species

SNOWY EGIEt....cueuerrineererenrirensenennenennene March 3.......... FRR — Royal Ave .RRz Last report for the winter

Great Gray OWl......cccececeeeeerccenccnnenee March 28 ....... McKenzie Bridge area......AM .....c.ccoceueeueuveunene Area where they've been seen in the past
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, photo.....March 8.......... Hills Creek....... IS, L eiciniriinene Rare for Lane Co

Lewis’s Woodpecker .........ccoveererenene March............. Coburg area M.ob. .Seen throughout the month

Northern Rough-winged Swallow...March 24 ....... OaKridge ....coovvvvemeceecerenen SM First report for the breeding season
Chipping Sparrow...........cecceceeeeecuenee Sorrel Way Park..... MH .. .First report for the breeding season

Common Yellowthroat..........cc.c..... Alton Baker Park .... VB..... First report for the breeding season
Painted Bunting — male, photos North of Eugene..... Fide DA .First record for Lane Co
Western Tanager River Rd area......... TIM.. ..Rare during the winter

Western Tanager Skinner Butte area 3] R Rare during the winter — same bird?

AM Andrew Merz, DA Dennis Arendt, JP Jesse Pline, JS John Sullivan, JT Jim Thomas, LG Linda Gilbert, LJ Laura Johnson, LP Lalla
Pudewell, MH Matt Horton, RA Ramiro Aragon, RG Ruth Guzman, RRb Roger Robb, RRz Ricardo Rodriquez, SM Sylvia Maulding, SP
Shannon Pocan, TM Thomas Meinzen, VB Vickie Buck. M.ob. signifies many observers. Fide means reported by a person other than the
observer.



