Field Notes: April/May 2025
Forster’s Tern, Sagebrush Sparrow, White-faced Ibis, Rock Sandpiper, Calliope
Hummingbird

It was a mostly dry and warm spring, meaning nice days for birding. Neotropical migrants arrived later than normal and in smaller
numbers than the recent past, especially the flycatchers and wood warblers. But earlier “good” shorebirds and a diversity of sparrows
helped make up for that.

Abbreviations: Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR)

Eurasian Wigeon................... May 1......... Meadowlark Prairie..VT .................... Last report for the winter

Eurasian Wigeon................... May 1......... Meadowlark Prairie..F&KP ............... Last report for the winter

Long-tailed Duck.................. April 25.....TokateeKlootchman.JS...................... A late report for this species

Black Swift........cccevveevenuenenne May 18.......River Rd area............. RH ...coeevrinnene Rarely seen in the valley

Costa’s Hummingbird .......... April 13......Springfield ................ A&DH.............. Last report for this rarity

Calliope Hummingbird ........ May 27 ......Helena Saddle........... MA...coveinnnnne Rarely found in the Cascades

Sandhill Crane.............c.c....... May6......... Gold Lake bog........... CMF.......cceueuee. Breed in small numbers in the Cascades
American Avocet................... May 10 ......Dorris Ranch............. BG..oooorirriiene Flyover — they have bred at FRR

Snowy Plover............cccceeue... May 4 ........ FRR - Fisher Butte ..LP..................... Rarely found in the valley

Solitary Sandpiper ................ April 30..... Meadowlark Prairie..VT .................... Found in small numbers in the spring
Stilt Sandpiper .........cccceeeunnee May 3........ FRR - Fisher Butte ..AP .................... Rarely found in the spring

Rock Sandpiper...........ccu...... April 29.....Strawberry Hill......... JBuie Rarely found in Lane Co anymore
Baird’s Sandpiper ................. May 1......... Meadowlark Prairie..SHL................... Rarely found in the spring

Baird’s Sandpiper ................. May 13.......FRR — Fisher Butte ..RR.................... Rarely found in the spring

Cassin’s Auklet (4) .....ccccenvn.e. May 10 .....NJSR ..cccoueevriircnene N [© R Uncommon in the spring

Black Tern ........ccceevvueecennne May 1......... FRR — Royal Ave.......DAset al............ Right on time

Forster’s Tern...........cceceueuueee. May 1......... NJISR ..ot | D) R Uncommon at the coast

Forster’s Tern...........cceceueuueee. May 2........ FRR — Royal Ave ......AG,BH.............. Rarely found in the spring at FRR
Common Tern.........cccceueueeee. May 18.......Strawberry Hill.......... DHe......cccceuue. More common in the late summer/fall
White-faced Ibis (5) ......ce.... May 29......FRR - Fisher Butte ..ZHS,BA............ Occasionally found in the spring
Swainson’s Hawk.................. May 24 ......Herman Peak............ BM..ooooreinnene Occasionally seen during spring migration
Red-naped Sapsucker........... May 1......... Skinner Butte............ NK,RF.............. Rare but regular in Lane County
Black-backed Woodpecker... April 27 .....Oakridge area ........... CMF,JC........... At a lower elevation than normal,
Black-backed Woodpecker... April 27 ..... Helena Saddle........... MA...covinnnnns but in recent burn areas where normally
Black-backed Woodpecker... April 30.....Fall Creek area.......... QM....coveerrrenene found

Gray Flycatcher..................... May 28......Creswell area............. NS Occasionally found during spring migration
Ash-throated Flycatcher....... May 13.......Creswell area............. MG....cccoveverunnene Appropriate breeding habitat
Ash-throated Flycatcher....... May 21.......Mt. Pisgah.................. JH i An area where they've bred in the past
Bank Swallow.........cccecevennnnee May 13.......FRR — Royal Ave.......SHa................... An area where they’re found in the fall
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.......... April 23.....Mt. Pisgah ................. PO, VJ.....c.ceuu.. They've bred in the area for a few years
Rock Wren........ccceevreeenennne. April 20.....Mt. Pisgah.................. GM...ooveerrenne They occur in the valley in small

Rock Wren.......c.coeveeeereennenene April 24.....Spencer Butte............ SHa....cccceoeruenee. numbers during the spring most years
Grasshopper Sparrow........... May 13.......FRR — Royal Ave .....MG................... An area where they've bred for many years
Black-throated Sparrow ....... May 27 ......Mt Pisgah................... LPVT......cccoe... They occur during spring migration
Black-throated Sparrow ....... May 28......Hills Creek dam........ RH,VT ............. every few years

Lark Sparrow..........ccceceveeueuene May 28......Hills Creek dam......... VT,RH ............. Rare, but normally in spring migration
Harris’s Sparrow..........c.c....... May 21.......Hayden Bridge area..DAI................... A rare winter visitor — very late date
Sagebrush Sparrow............... May9........ Rigdon Rd, OakridgeJS,LJ................ A rare Great Basin spring “overshoot”
Vesper Sparrow............e....... May 12.......Creswell area............. MG....cccovevrrnnene One of the few areas where they still breed
Tennessee Warbler ............... April 24..... Amazon Park ............ JAS S Same bird as the one this winter?

Indigo Bunting.........cccceenue... April 24.....Mt. Pisgah ................. JO o They’ve been found sporadically in Lane
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