
Field Notes: June/July 2025 
 

Marbled Murrelet, Sage Thrasher, Franklin’s Gull, Least Tern, 
Mountain Quail 

The weather was warmer and drier than normal, which perhaps stopped birds from singing 
earlier than is typical for the season. Lower numbers of some bird species may also have had an 
impact on the amount of singing during the end of the period. As is normal, shorebirds started 
migrating south after breeding in the arctic. Other species also started moving around post-
breeding. Large numbers of migrants will be moving through or arriving for the winter in the 
next few months.  

Abbreviations:Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR) 

Eurasian Wigeon ............................... June 6 ............ FRR – Royal Ave ............... JT ............................Later than normal 
Black Scoter........................................ July 29 ........... Devils Elbow ...................... NC,LP .....................Earlier than normal 
Sandhill Crane ................................... July 9 ............. Gold Lake bog ................... MS ...........................Breeding in the area? 
Black-Necked Stilt ............................. July 22 ........... FRR – Royal Ave ............... D&JN ......................They have bred in the past 
Long-billed Curlew............................ July 12 ........... FRR – Royal Ave ............... EA............................Uncommon for the breeding 

season 
Marbled Godwit ................................ July 15............ FRR – Royal Ave ............... JS,LP .......................Uncommon for the breeding 

season 
Spotted Sandpiper............................. July 16 ........... Warner Mtn area .............. A&TM .....................Adult w/young along FS 

road ditch 
Solitary Sandpiper ............................. July 7 ............. FRR – Royal Ave ............... JT,KR ......................Uncommon for the breeding 

season 
Solitary Sandpiper ............................. July 9 ............. Gold Lake bog ................... MS ...........................They bred in the area in the 

1980s 
Wandering Tattler ............................. July 20 ........... NJSR .................................. SH ...........................Found in small numbers in 

the “fall” 
Baird’s Sandpiper .............................. June 19 .......... FRR – Royal Ave ............... RF ............................Always an early migrant 
Pectoral Sandpiper ............................ June 25 .......... FRR – Royal Ave ............... RR ...........................First report for the fall 

migration 
Parasitic Jaeger (2) ........................... July 22 ........... TokateeKlootchman ......... RR ...........................Always a good sighting from 

shore 
Tufted Puffin (2) ................................ June 16 .......... Devil’s Elbow ..................... TJ ............................They have bred in the past 

here 
Tufted Puffin ...................................... July 22 ........... TokateeKlootchman ......... RR ...........................Flying south w/fish in bill – 

breeding? 
Tufted Puffin ...................................... July 31 ........... Devil’s Elbow ..................... JS.............................Flew into the back of rock 

off lighthouse 
Marbled Murrelet (53) ...................... July 28 ........... TokateeKlootchman ......... MP ...........................Very high numbers 
Franklin’s Gull ................................... July 28 ........... FRR – Royal Ave ............... JS.............................Very uncommon in Lane 

County 
Heerman’s Gull .................................. July 22 ........... N Lane coast ...................... RR,CC .....................First report for the fall 
Least Tern – photos .......................... July 29 ........... FRR – Royal Ave ............... BS,HL .....................Third record for Lane Co 
Forster’s Tern ..................................... June 7 ............ FRR – Royal Ave ............... HS ...........................Normally seen in the fall 
Red-necked Grebe ............................. July 18 ........... Delta Ponds ....................... RJ ............................Rare inland 
Sooty Shearwater (200) ................... July 23 ........... Siltcoos Beach ................... JL ............................Large numbers for this early 
Black-crowned Night-Heron ........... June 10 .......... FRR – Royal Ave ............... JC ............................A normal date for them here 
Snowy Egret ....................................... July 18 ........... C&D Dock (Tiernan) ........ CK ...........................An earlier date than normal 



Red-naped Sapsucker ....................... June 12 .......... 640 Burn – McKenzie  ..... NB ...........................Breed in small numbers in 
high Cascades 

Bank Swallow ..................................... June/July ...... FRR – Royal Ave ............... M.ob. .......................Being seen earlier than 
normal 

Sage Thrasher .................................... June 1 ............ Hills Creek Dam ................ RA,RG.....................Rare for Lane County 
Brewer’s Sparrow .............................. June 24 .......... FRR- Royal Ave ................. JS.............................Rare in the spring 
Brewer’s Sparrow .............................. July 15............ FRR – Royal Ave ............... JS.............................Earlier than normal 
Brewer’s Sparrow .............................. June 15 .......... Waldo Lake ........................ DH...........................Singing – breeding? 
Brewer’s Sparrow .............................. July 22 ........... Hills Creek area ................. VB,et al ...................Rare breeder in the high 

Cascades 
Great-tailed Grackle .......................... June 20 ......... FRR – Royal Ave ............... JS.............................Uncommon in Lane, 

becoming more so  
Mountain Quail ................................. May 31 ........... Westmoreland area .......... S&SG .......................Very unusual in residential 
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Captions: 

Franklin’s Gull, Photo: Wikimedia,pamfromcalgary 
Least Tern, Photo: Wikimedia, Dick Daniels 
Marbled Murrelet, Photo: Wikimedia, Martin Raphael, USForest Service 
Sage Thrasher, Photo:Wikimedia, Dominic Sherony 
Mountain Quail near Fox Hollow, Photo: Erika Leaf 
 


