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Maeve Sowles has devoted nearly 
a quarter century of her life to 

our organization as its president, so 
it’s more than fitting that we devote 
a few pages to her as she hands off 
the presidential reins to her longtime 
colleague, Debbie Schlenoff. 

Please  consider receiving The Quail electronically 

In response to a few questions, 
these were her (lightly edited) answers.

What influences in your 
background do you think led up to 
your interest in birds/nature and 
to eventually taking on the role of 
president of our organization?

Regarding my love of the outdoors, 
I credit my mother for showing me 
birds in the backyard and buying 
me books that further fed my 
interests. She gave me a subscription 
to a National Geographic quarterly 
publication for kids that covered many 
types of science endeavors including 
rockets, human evolution, the animal 
kingdom, and more. They paved the 
way to my interests in science and 
nature. My mother’s family was from a 
rural area in northeast California, and 
we visited there two to three times per 
year. There I learned to love the high 

prairie, the forests, lakes, and streams 
where I could often wander.

Both of my parents did volunteer 
work in their church, and my father 
also was active with the YMCA as a 
ref at basketball games and an umpire 
at softball games. As a kid I would go 
with him and hang out watching and 
playing with any other kids there. Both 
parents held board positions at the 
church and also were youth counselors, 
so we had many youth meetings in 

About Our President
By Maeve Sowles and Karen Irmscher
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One Percent for Wildlife,  
a Promising Solution

The problem: This summer, the 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW) Commission 
identified 321 species and 11 habitats 
of “Greatest Conservation Need” 
in Oregon. Yet only a very small 
percentage of its budget is dedicated 
to providing the needed conservation 
actions. As in many states, ODFW 
relies heavily on hunting and fishing 
license sales to fund its work, and most 
of its service is dedicated to conserving 
game species. But in Oregon, 88% of 
species aren’t hunted or fished. Only 
about 2.75% of ODFW’s current 
budget helps to implement Oregon’s 
State Wildlife Action Plan to allow 
recovery of wildlife like songbirds and 
their habitats.

The solution: A little funding 
could go a long way. A promising 
solution, the One Precent for Wildlife 
Bill, HB 2977, almost passed in 
the 2025 legislative session, but 
despite bipartisan support and an 
easy pass in the Oregon House of 
Representatives, the bill was squashed 
through a procedural method in the 
Senate. More than 50 organizations 
supported this bill, and we are 
determined to help pass it when the 
legislature meets for its short session 
this February. 

Where does the funding come from?
The bill is actually a 1.25% 

increase in the lodging tax on hotels 
and vacation homes. The statewide 
transient lodging tax would go from 
1.5% to 2.75%, still one of the lowest 
lodging tax rates in the country. 
Not to mention that the lack of a 
statewide sales tax makes vacationing 
in Oregon attractive. In fact, last year 
an independent economic review 
of the bill found that it would not 
cut down on visitation and would 
have no negative economic impact. 
Synergistically, Oregon’s incredible 
natural beauty draws visitors from all 
over, and the bill will provide much-
needed funding to conserve that 
natural beauty. The costs are dispersed 
over many people, Oregon residents 
and visitors alike. Stay in some 
upmarket hotel room for $200 and 
the tax increase still amounts to less 
than the cost of a cup of coffee. The 
outdoor experiences that keep visitors 
coming back support a recreation 
economy of $15.6 billion and provide 
hundreds of thousands of jobs!

Where would the funding go?
• 	Helping to implement Oregon’s 

State Wildlife Action Plan
• 	Creating education programming to 

reduce wildlife conflict

• 	Managing anti-poaching and 
invasive species curtailment

• 	Adding to the Wolf Compensation 
fund 

• 	Funding for the Oregon 
Conservation Recreation Fund

• 	Funding for wildlife connectivity
• 	Establishing grant programs for 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Centers

What can we do?
We almost crossed the finish line 

last year, and now we need everyone 
to remind their legislators of how vital 
this bill is for Oregon wildlife and 
habitats. Contact your legislators and 
voice your support. In your search 
engine, type in the key words: Oregon, 
find your legislators for the names and 
contact info. 

The Oregon Wildlife Coalition is 
organizing a lobby day and rally on 
February 4. The group will set up the 
meetings and assist people as they meet 
with their legislators. The rally will be 
a fun and informative way to join with 
other supporters of Oregon wildlife. 
We will post information about 
lobby day registration on our website 
(ccbirdalliance.org) and social media 
so check back with CCBA in January 
to learn more. 

Conservation
Debbie Schlenoff, debschlenoff@gmail.com

Willamette Valley Hardy 
Plant Group

Tuesday, January 13, 7 pm, 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1685 W 13th, Eugene.

“Chickadee Gardens – A 
Resilient Garden: What’s Working 
Ten Years In.” Tamara Paulet will 
share the experience of transforming 
two acres of clay-flecked soil, grass, 
rocks, and blackberries into a 
thriving, diverse ecosystem.

FMI: info@thehardyplant 
group.org or Linda Lewin 
541.543.4577
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Field Notes: October 2025
Tom and Allison Mickel, atmickel@gmail.com

Northern Parula, Swainson’s Hawk, 
Harris’s Sparrow, Northern Shrike, 
Iceland Gull 

I t seemed like this October was pretty much normal with warmer days 
and some rain. I would say the same thing about birds, with the last of 

the summer breeding species leaving for warm weather to the south and the 
northern breeders arriving for the winter. Nothing too out of the normal, 
except for the Northern Parula, which was just seen once. So, it didn’t stay 
around for very long.

Abbreviations: Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), Lane Community College (LCC), South Jetty of the 
Siuslaw River (SJSR)

Snow Goose (20)	������������������������������������Oct 14	��������������FRR – Fisher Butte	���������������JSu	���������������������������� Earlier than normal
Eurasian Wigeon (2)	������������������������������Oct 12	��������������Delta Ponds	���������������������������SH	���������������������������� Earlier than normal
Vaux’s Swift (7)	��������������������������������������Oct 18	��������������Agate Hall – U of O	��������������JP	������������������������������ Later than normal
Rufous Hummingbird	��������������������������Oct 17	��������������Junction City	�������������������������JSp	���������������������������� Getting to be late for this species
Marbled Godwit	������������������������������������Oct 14	��������������Tokatee Klootchman	�������������CA,SM	�������������������� Last report for fall migration
Wandering Tattler	���������������������������������Oct 8	����������������Strawberry Hill	����������������������JG,AC	���������������������� Last report for fall migration
Lesser Yellowlegs	������������������������������������Oct 20	��������������FRR – Royal Ave	�������������������FL	����������������������������� Later than normal
Black-legged Kittiwake	�������������������������Oct 8	����������������SJSR	���������������������������������������JSu	���������������������������� First report for the winter
Iceland Gull	��������������������������������������������Oct 8	����������������Bob Creek	������������������������������JSu	���������������������������� First report for the winter	
Swainson’s Hawk	�����������������������������������Oct 6	����������������I-5 N of Coburg	��������������������MG	�������������������������� Rare for Lane Co
Western Wood-Pewee	����������������������������Oct 1	����������������Eugene	�����������������������������������NC	��������������������������� Later than normal
Western Flycatcher	��������������������������������Oct 23	��������������LCC area	�������������������������������TC	���������������������������� Later than normal
Tropical Kingbird	����������������������������������Oct 12	��������������Florence	���������������������������������SH,DP	��������������������� Normal time for their arrival
Cassin’s Vireo	�����������������������������������������Oct 14	��������������Sorrel Pond	����������������������������RF	���������������������������� Later than normal
Northern Shrike	�������������������������������������Oct 8	����������������SJSR deflation plain	��������������JSu	���������������������������� First report for the winter
Lapland Longspur	����������������������������������Oct 11	��������������Stonefield Beach	��������������������IN	����������������������������� Normal time for migration
Harris’s Sparrow	������������������������������������Oct 22	��������������Willamette Heights	���������������SM	��������������������������� Rare for Lane Co
Swamp Sparrow	�������������������������������������Oct 8	����������������SJSR deflation plain	��������������JSu	���������������������������� First report for the winter
Northern Parula	�������������������������������������Oct 16	��������������Owen Rose Garden	���������������SH	���������������������������� Fourth record for Lane Co
Black-headed Grosbeak	�������������������������Oct 12	��������������Florence	���������������������������������DP,SH	���������������������� Later than normal

AC Alan Contreras, CA Cindy Armstrong, DP Diane Pettey, FL Fiona Lewis, IN Isaiah Nugent, JG Joshua Galpern, JP Jesse Pline, JSp Jannalyn Speedy, 
JSu John Sullivan, MG Marissa Gibson, NC Nancy Clogston, RF Rachael Friese, SH Sally Hill, SM Sylvia Maulding, TC Thomas Cramer

Swainson’s Hawk 

Northern Parula

Harris’s Sparrow Northern Shrike Iceland Gull 
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CCBA Members Boost 
Lane County Schools
By Cecelia Hagen

Thanks to all the folks who 
have sent in donations to our 

education programs. With the money 
that’s come in, we will be able to 
provide more than 47 classrooms 
with Audubon Adventures, the 
environmental curriculum that the 
National Audubon Society creates for 
elementary schools. Every teacher who 
opts in can give each student three 
issues of a colorful newsletter with 
articles about conservation, recycling, 
bird migration, habitat, and many 
other topics. 

Your general donations also support 
our Birds in the Schools programs, 
which sends volunteers into the schools 
to offer lessons about birds and birding. 

Teachers are signing up now, 
but it’s not too late to contribute 
to this program if you want to 
help out. Sponsorships are $45 per 
classroom; email Cecelia Hagen at 
education@ccbirdalliance.org for more 
information.

Thus far, the sponsors for 2025-
26 (and the number of classrooms 
sponsored) are:

Rob and Janet Barnes (2), Robin 
Bloomgarden (1), Charlotte and Dave 
Bontrager (2), Beth Bridges (2), Rob 
Castleberry and Joyce Thomas (2), 
Mary Beth Crawford (2), Ruth Ann 
Fraley (2), Ann & Mark Hinnen 
(3), Anne Hollander (1), Linda and 
Dennis Howard (1), Kathryn Kemp 
(2), Rita Kiley (1), Charles and Reida 
Kimmel (2), Susan Markley (2), Susan 
McConnell (1), Betsy Parry (2), Jim & 
Connie Regali (2), Ron Renchler (1), 
Elna Robinette (1 ), Denice Rogers 
(2), Dr. Evelyn Sherr (4), Mike Smith 
(2), Karen Svenson (3), Janie Thomas 
and Jon Levy (1), Doris Wimber (2).

Thanks to  
Mary Arendt!

We want to give a big Thank You 
to Mary Arendt for helping send 
out Thank You postcards to our 
members who sent in donations and 
memberships via snail mail. Mary 
helped with this for almost three years, 
and it was great to have her reliable and 
caring hand on this important task.

Wings on Willamette 
Bird Festival: A 
Celebration of World 
Migratory Bird Day

little drizzle couldn’t stop us! 
Several local environmental 

organizations joined Coast to Cascades 
Bird Alliance for a fun, if damp, day 
at Alton Baker Park on October 12 to 
celebrate World Migratory Bird Day 
and to support our Bird City Eugene 
initiative. Kudana marimba band 
brought smiles and dancing feet, while 
kids' activities as well as a fun bird 
trivia game were well attended. ZaCart 
pizza even brought coffee along with 
delicious pizza to fight the chill. 

Big thanks to our sponsors, 
Upper Willamette Soil and Water 
Conservation District and Bird City 
Oregon and Thank You, CCBA 
Volunteers!  (see right)

Thank You, CCBA 
Volunteers!

The following volunteers deserve 
CCBA’s thanks at two recent 

local events. Those who volunteered 
at the Wings on Willamette (WoW) 
event in Alton Baker Park on October 
12, 2026, were Barbara Bryson, Mitch 
Boriskin, Miriam Gage, Barbara 
Gleason, Cecelia Hagen, Rich Hoyer, 
Barb Pope, Charlie Quinn, Ron 
Renchler, Sarah Shmigelsky, Maeve 
Sowles, Tammie Stark, Kelly Steiner, 
and Marcus Vejar.

Debbie Schlenoff deserves special 
thanks for organizing the event.

CCBA would also like to thank 
the following organizations for 
participating in WoW: Cascades 
Raptor Center, City of Eugene Native 
Plant Nursery, McKenzie River Trust, 
Mount Pisgah Arboretum, Nearby 
Nature, Wild Birds Unlimited, 
WREN, and the UO Avian 
Conservation Class.

Those who volunteered for booth 
staffing at the Mt. Pisgah Mushroom 
Festival on October 26, were Connie 
Berglund, Stone, Karen and Tim 
Fielder, and Ron Renchler. Special 
thanks go to Denise and Brian Rogers, 
who not only staffed the booth at Mt. 
Pisgah but also helped carry the booth 
materials out to the parking lot for 
loading.

Volunteer Appreciation Party 

On Sunday afternoon, November 2, a group of 34 volunteers enjoyed 
sharing pizza, desserts, drinks, and door prizes at the Garden Club. 

Represented were the Board, program presenters and organizers, Christmas 
Bird Count team leaders, The Quail, the recording secretary, Birds in the 
Schools, Bird Outings, Habitat Haven, and Field Notes. 

Thanks to all who made it! We appreciate all our volunteers, the heart of our 
organization! And thank you to Doak Creek Nursery, Cascades Raptor Center, 
Wild Birds Unlimited, and Eugene TruValue Hardware for donations!



		  ccbirdalliance.org     December 2025 / January 2026    5

How to Not Get Eaten

The Coast to Cascades Bird 
Alliance will feature a 

presentation by Debbie Schlenoff 
about the diverse and fascinating 
adaptations that have evolved to 
protect animals from becoming 
somebody’s dinner. From hiding to 
fighting back, from being toxic to 
pretending, from intimidation to 
the unexpected, prey animals have 
many tricks up their sleeves. Birds 
will be featured for some physical 
and behavioral attributes that protect 
them, but Debbie may not be able 
to resist showing examples of anti-
predator adaptations in other animals. 

On the other hand, some birds, 
with their keen eyesight and ability to 
learn, are also excellent predators. They 
have often been experimental subjects 
when researchers investigate the 
evolution of visual defenses. Debbie 
will tell stories about past research 
with Blue Jays (Cyanocitta cristata) that 
helped us to understand an effective 
strategy for defense, as well as the 
complexities of underwing moths. 
Although no birds were harmed in 
the course of her research, Debbie will 
share why she still gets a little worried 

CC Bird Alliance Program—In Person and Zoom 
Tuesday, January 27, 7 pm
Dennis Arendt, 541.221.3691, dennisarendt@gmail.com

Blue Jay

Debbie Schlenoff in tree

when reports come in that Blue Jays 
have been spotted in the western 
states. (It’s really not that they’re 
coming to get her over that one thing, 
Debbie surmises.)

Debbie grew up in New York 
City where she became one of the 
few people to know the locations of 
the best climbing trees in Central 
Park. She received her doctorate at 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. Along with her husband, 
children, and their Welsh Corgi (who 
happened to be the children’s nanny), 
she moved to the Northwest in 1993 
and has called Eugene home for more 
than 26 years. Debbie was faculty 
in the Department of Biology at the 
University of Oregon until her recent 
retirement. She taught several courses 
including conservation biology and 
animal behavior. 

Join your friends at the Campbell 
Center (155 High Street) on Tuesday, 
January 27. Doors open at 6:30 to 
allow for some social time before the 
program begins at 7. A Zoom link to 
the program will be available on the 
CCBA website about one week before 
this event. The program will also be 
recorded and viewable on our website 
a few days later.

Fascinating 
Woodpeckers, Great 
Photography

At 7 pm, December 12, Paul 
Bannick will present his new book, 
Woodpecker: A Year in the Lives 
of North American Woodpeckers, 
in a program jointly sponsored by 
Eugene Natural History and Coast 
to Cascades Bird Alliance. The 
presentation will be held in room 
221, Allen Hall, at the University of 
Oregon. (No Zoom available.)

The book is getting lots of great 
press and reviews, with more to come:

“Paul Bannick’s camera work is so 
revelatory that Woodpecker is like sight 
for the blind. Never has this keystone 
species been portrayed so intimately. His 
prose explains that the extraordinary 
hammering that seems like tree 
vandalism is actually the work of forest 
doctors, as vital as they are beautiful. A 
lovely, informative book.” 
–William Dietrich, author of The Final 
Forest and Pulitzer Prize-winning writer

“No other author/photographer has 
come close to creating a book like this. 
Bannick’s photos are breathtaking, 
his prose elegant, his knowledge of 
woodpeckers encyclopedic. If you love 
birds, read it. Then keep it handy because 
it has a second function as a field guide.” 
–Ted Williams, wildlife writer and 
former Editor of Audubon Magazine
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2025 Eugene Christmas Bird Count Overview
By Vjera Thompson

The 2025 Eugene Christmas Bird 
Count (ECBC) will be held on 

Sunday, December 28. This will be our 
84th Christmas Bird Count! Count 
Week this year is December 25-31. 

We have some updates this year. 
Dick Lamster, the longtime Count 
Coordinator, retired after completing 
the 2024 Count. He leaves some 
big shoes to fill! In response, we’ve 
reorganized, adding four quadrant 
coordinators to communicate with 
team captains and connect new ECBC 
participants with a team.
•	 North quadrant: Caryn Stoess (team 

leader for Area 18 Thistledown 
Farm)

•	 East quadrant: Laura Johnson 
(participant in Area 6A Alton Baker)

•	 South quadrant: Josh Galpern (team 
leader for Area 9 Amazon)

•	 Fern Ridge: Ellen Cantor (team 
leader for Area 21 Royal & Fisher)
Marcia Maffei will continue to 

coordinate the Home Counters (see 
page 7) and I, Vjera Thompson, will 
continue to coordinate the data for 
the Count. 

The other big news is that we have 
reserved the Eugene Garden Club 

(1645 High St) for the Countdown 
after the ECBC. This is the same 
location that many will remember 
from attending our former popular 
chili feed Countdowns. The chili feed 
crew retired in January 2020 so we are 
looking for a few volunteers to help 
plan, set-up, and tear down for the 
Countdown. Field participants are 
invited to join us at the Garden Club 
to eat together and review the findings 
of the day. (Unfortunately, our space 
is inadequate for including the Home 
Counters.) More details will be 
published to the team captains closer 
to the Count Day. 

If you have participated in ECBC 
in the past, your team captain will be 
reaching out to you. If you are new, 
there are two options. If you would like 
to join the Count in the field, please 
fill out the interest form here: tinyurl.
com/6t8b4mkz. Questions can be 
sent to EugeneChristmasBirdCount@
gmail.com. 

You can view results of past 
ECBCs, as well as all the other 
CBCs in North America, at 
christmasbirdcount.org. Our count 
code is OREU.

CBC Florence
This year, the Florence CBC will 

be held on Sunday, December 14. 
The Florence CBC has had a long 
history as a significant Count area. 
The Count Circle includes both 
inland and coastal areas, covering 
very diverse habitats that attract 
and support a correspondingly wide 
range of bird species. Since the 
individual areas are covered by teams, 
participants with a range of birding 
experience can all be valuable 
contributors. Many eyes and ears 
find more birds!

FMI: Ellen Cantor, ellencantor@
gmail.com.

CBC Cottage Grove 
You are welcome to join the Coast 

Fork Birders for the Cottage Grove 
Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, 
January 3. All levels of bird enthusiasts 
are encouraged to take part in this 
opportunity. Participants will gather at 
6:30 am at the Vintage Inn Restaurant, 
1590 Gateway Blvd, Cottage Grove, 
for a breakfast and team organization 
meeting. Bring birding gear, weather-
appropriate clothing, and lunch to get 
you through the day. The end-of-day 
Countdown will take place at 4 pm at 
El Tapatio, 725 E. Gibbs Ave., Cottage 
Grove. 

FMI: contact Grace Fowler-Gore, 
GraceLovesBirds1@gmail.com or 
817.975.4936 as soon as possible 
to optimize placement into a birding 
sector of your preference. Routes for 
those with limited mobility are also 
available. People who prefer counting 
the birds in their own yards can use 
the same contacts. Home Counters 
are a valuable part of the CBC data. 
If you leave a message, please provide a 
contact email address or phone number.

Oakridge CBC Welcomes New Participants
The Oakridge CBC, planned for 

Wednesday, December 31, surveys 
a 15-mile diameter circle roughly 
centered on the town of Oakridge. It 
includes the nearby town of Westfir, 
most of Hills Creek Reservoir, the upper 
end of Lookout Point Reservoir, and 
High Prairie. Vast areas of Willamette 
National Forest inside the circle provide 
almost unlimited possibilities for hiking, 
mountain biking, or snowshoeing/
skiing, depending on snow levels.

Forest birds often include grouse, 
quail, owls, accipiters, woodpeckers, 
jays, dippers, nuthatches, chickadees, 
kinglets, crossbills, and siskins. Loons, 
grebes, ducks, geese, and other water 
birds can turn up on the reservoirs 
as well as ponds around town. In the 
more open habitats, we sometimes find 
shrikes and open-country raptors.

FMI or to join, please contact Joel 
Geier, joel.geier@peak.org or call 
541.745.5821. 
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Please Help Feed the Birds At  
Pete Moore Hospice House
By Holly Knight

You wouldn’t know it, but in 
certain circles I am a minor 

celebrity! Every time I waltz into Pete 
Moore Hospice House, every single 
staff member goes out of their way 
to tell me, the bird lady, how much 
the patients love the birds. Family 
members shower me with gratitude. 
The birds also seem happy to see 
me, but their enthusiasm is tinged 
with impatience. Can’t I see that the 
feeders are empty?! The fact that I 
filled approximately fifteen of them 
just a week prior is irrelevant. In the 
here and now, these birds are on the 
brink and I had better get busy.

It must be said that I feel more than 
a little sheepish about collecting all the 
praise for this project, which is only 
made possible by the extraordinary 
generosity of Dara Nichols and 
Barbara Gleason of Wild Birds 

Unlimited (WBU). They have donated 
approximately $1,500 worth of seed 
and infrastructure, not to mention 
their time and expertise. 

Last year, after The Quail published 
an appeal, many local birders 
contributed generously to the project. 
As a result, we now have all of the 
infrastructure we need, and your 
donations of funds and seed carried us 
through most of the summer.

I appear again, hat in hand, 
to ask if any of you would like to 
help by donating seeds to feed our 
hungry feathered friends through the 
upcoming seasons. Good options are 
medium sunflower chips and No Mess 
Northwest. You can buy seed at either 
WBU location at a discount if you 
tell them it is for Holly Knight/Pete 
Moore Hospice House. 

Fellow bird-lovers and aspiring 
celebrities can check out this website: 
feed-the-birds.net

FMI: contact Holly at hollytom@
gmail.com. Include your email or 
phone number so I can get back to 
you and facilitate both your donation 
and a receipt for tax purposes. 

And if you’d like to volunteer to fill 
feeders, let me know. You, too, could 
become a minor celebrity!

Pete Moore Hospice House feeders

Cascades Raptor 
Center Art Challenge

Applications for the Raptors of the 
Pacific Northwest 2026 Art Challenge 
and Exhibition are open to adults (ages 
18+). Submissions must be received by 
December 21, 2025. Guidelines and 
exhibition information can be found 
at cascadesraptorcenter.org/raptor-art-
challenge-adult/ 

Doug Tallamy Coming to Wildish Theater
The Upper Willamette Soil and Water Conservation District (UWSWCD), in 

partnership with the Eugene Bird City Coalition, is proud to welcome Douglas Tallamy, 
author of Nature’s Best Hope and Bringing Nature Home, to Lane County on January 23. 
His lecture at the Wildish Theater, 630 Main St., Springfield, “How Can I Help?” will 
focus on the importance of incorporating native plants into urban landscapes. Tickets 
went on sale on November 19. The District will also hold its first native plant sale on 
February 7. More details at UWSWCD.org/special-events

2025 ECBC Home 
Count Information
By Marcia Maffei, Eugene Christmas Bird 
Home Count Coordinator

If you prefer not to participate on a 
Eugene Christmas Bird Count (ECBC) 
team in the field this year, consider 
being an ECBC Home Counter. On 
Sunday, December 28, you can record 
the birds you see at your feeder, in your 
yard, or overhead from the comfort of 
your own home. Your bird count will 
be included in the final report to the 
National Audubon Society.

Check to see if your home is in 
the official Count Area: tinyurl.
com/47njbfhn

Register online by December 27, 
2025: tinyurl.com/ECBC-Home-
Count-Registration

FMI: Marcia Maffei, birds2count@
gmail.com or 541.501.1280. Please 
leave a message.
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 Individual $20...........................................................................$_______

 Students and Seniors (65 and over) $15...................................$_______

 Family $25................................................................................$_______

 Lifetime Membership $400.......................................................$_______

 I want to do more. Here’s my tax-deductible contribution for......$_______

Total Enclosed (check payable to Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance)........$_______
To pay by PayPal, go to ccbirdalliance.org/donate/

I am a	  Current National Audubon member	  Don’t know

Please contact me regarding 
 Gift memberships	  CC Bird Alliance Living Legacy program

Mail this form and your payment to: Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance, P.O. Box 5086, Eugene, OR 97405

We ask you to become a member of Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance (formerly 

Lane County Audubon Society) and support our grassroots efforts in the local 

community. Your local dues stay here to help us work on local education projects 

and conservation issues related to birds and their habitats. With your support, we 

will continue to do the things you expect from us. We welcome your suggestions 

and appreciate your support. This is your Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance!

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Welcomes You—Join or Renew Today!

CC Bird Alliance Membership Benefits
•	 The Quail—9 issues/yr.
•	 Field trips and bird outings
•	 Program meetings
•	 Educational publications
•	 Conservation issue representation
•	 Answers to questions: 541.485.BIRD
•	 Website: ccbirdalliance.org

Name_______________________________________________

Mailing Address________________________________________

City__________________________ State_ _____ Zip___________

Phone_______________________________________________

E-mail_______________________________________________

 I would prefer to receive the e-Quail newsletter by e-mail. 
 I would like to receive e-mail alerts about conservation issues. 
 I would like to volunteer for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance activities. 

CC Bird Alliance will not release your personal information to other organizations. 
We will use it only for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance communications.

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Yearly Membership

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Officers & Board Members 

President	 Maeve Sowles...................541.343.8664.......maeveanddick@peak.org
President-Elect 	 Debbie Schlenoff............................................debschlenoff@gmail.com
Vice President	 Barbara Bryson..............................................bbryson150@gmail.com
Treasurer	 Ron Renchler....................541.345.0834.......christyandron2@gmail.com
Secretary	 Marcus Vejar..................................................marcus@ccbirdalliance.org
Members	 Cammi Ganshert............................................cganshert@ccbirdalliance 
	 Cecelia Hagen................................................education@ccbirdalliance.org
	 Tammie Stark................................................starkt@lanecc.edu 

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Committee Chairs

CC Bird Alliance Phone	 Cecelia Hagen................................................541.485.BIRD
Audubon Adventures	 Cecelia Hagen................................................education@ccbirdalliance.org
Birds in the Schools	 Barb Pope......................................................birdsintheschools@gmail.com 
Booth	 Ron Renchler....................541.345.0834.......christyandron2@gmail.com
Conservation	 Debbie Schlenoff............................................debschlenoff@gmail.com
Field Notes	 Allison & Tom Mickel......................................atmickel@gmail.com 
Bird Outings	 Lalla Pudewell................................................tolalla@gmail.com
Membership Data	 Tim Godsil.........................541.915.8852.......tgodsil@gmail.com
Program Coordinator	 Dennis Arendt ..................541.221.3691.......dennisarendt@gmail.com
Quail Editor	 Karen Irmscher..............................................quailkaren1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary	 Jan Rising......................................................janrising47@gmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator 	 position available
Webmaster	 Hilary Dearborn..............................................hcdearborn@gmail.com

The Quail is the newsletter of Coast to 
Cascades Bird Alliance (CCBA), a chartered 
chapter of National Audubon Society. Local 
members of National Audubon Society 
receive a free subscription to The Quail but 
are encouraged to voluntarily join Coast to 
Cascades Bird Alliance.

The Quail Subscriptions
Contact Tim Godsil at 541.915.8852 or 
tgodsil@gmail.com

The Quail Upcoming Content Deadlines 
February 2026: January 1, 2026
March 2026: February 1, 2026

Submit material to Karen Irmscher at 
quailkaren1@gmail.com

Nine issues published per year (Feb., Mar., Apr., May-
June, July-Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec.-Jan.)

Printed on postconsumer waste paper.  
Layout by Kerry Lutz.

©2025-2026 Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance. All rights 
reserved.
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Maeve, longtime friend Victor 
Emmanuel, and Dick Lamster

our living room over the years. Our 
family made friends and had years-
long bonds with people from these 
activities. These relationships added 
to our encounters with people who 
were from different backgrounds 
and neighborhoods. Growing up in 
Sacramento, we had ethnically diverse 
friends and schoolmates throughout 
our lives. I feel this gave me an 
openness to other ideas and ways of 
thinking. Having three older brothers 
allowed me to learn many lessons from 
their teenage mistakes and helped me 
develop a thick skin!

We had an Encyclopedia Brittanica 
in the house so I could look up 
topics as I had questions. This was 
the Google of the 1950s and 60s. I 
graduated from high school in 1968, 
and the hippie culture was strong in 
California at the time. For youth it was 
an anti-war era, with an emphasis on 
questioning authority and propaganda. 
It was a time when the Clean Air 
and Clean Water Acts were passed 
by Congress, and we thought we 
were making the world a better place 
because of this momentum.

As president, what changes have 
you seen in the environment, threats, 
conservation, awareness, etc.?

I wish I could say that 
environmental threats had been 
resolved at any point in the last 55 
years, but I cannot. I do think there 
is much more awareness among the 
public, but the entities in control 

About Our President continued from page 1 are not economically incentivized to 
make changes that would protect the 
environment.

How has the organization evolved 
through all this?

Lane County Audubon, now 
Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance, has 
always been strong in advocacy to 
protect the environment and educate 
our community on environmental 
issues. We have always had robust 
bird outings, Eugene Christmas Bird 
Counts, and other outreach programs 
to inform, educate, and help the public 
look at our local issues as something 
we care about and can help protect. 
Just engaging the public to attend an 
outing or a program might spark an 
interest that brings a person a new 
awareness of our valuable natural 
wonders and how they can enhance 
our lives and that of our children’s 
future. Our group has always been a 
respected voice in the local community 
regarding conservation issues.

Is there anything you’re particularly 
proud of ?

Our volunteers are really the driving 
force of our group. We have many, now 
and in the past, who have performed 
their tasks with expertise, creativity, joy, 
and persistence. Our group's volunteers 
have typically shown dedication and 
taken responsibility for each of their 
roles. I have always felt it is a huge 
honor knowing our volunteers and 
working with them over time. They are 
the engine that keeps things running! 

Programs like Birds in the Schools 
(formerly Audubon in the Schools) 
have reached tens of thousands of 
school kids over its span of 20 years. 
Our group has engaged wonderful 
volunteers and made sure supplies, 
books, and T-shirts are available to 
keep this program functioning. Again, 
it is only with the help of dedicated 
volunteers that we can have an impact 
like this.

How long have you been president? 
Why have you done it for so long?

It’s been 24 long years, which 
was NEVER my goal or intent. I do 
care very much for our mission and 
efforts to bring outdoor education 
and appreciation of nature to our 
community. For me, this has been a 
driving force because every day I find 
comfort and inspiration in nature. I am 
deeply appreciative of Lane County’s 
beauty, and sharing that experience 
with others is meaningful to me. We 
have wonderful members, and I feel 
privileged to have met and known so 
many of them over the years. Many of 
the older ones who have now passed 
were mentors and role models who 
shared their commitment to create 
and continue our local programs. It 
is a worthwhile legacy, and I do hope 
others will want to step into these roles 
as we move into 2026!

What’s next for you? What will you 
do with your freedom? 

It may come as a surprise that I 
am a fairly private person and hope to 
work on my own projects and priorities 
as I’m reaching the age where I see a 
shortening personal future timeline.

Do you plan to stay involved with 
CCBA?

I will serve as “Past President” for the 
coming year, to transfer my knowledge 
of the cyclical activities and help smooth 
the way for the new Board. Mainly I 
will be available to answer questions. I 
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continued on page 10
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Check your mailing label. Has 
your Quail subscription expired?
See page 8 to renew! 

OR CURRENT 
RESIDENT

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Saturday Bird Outings & Events
Lalla Pudewell, tolalla@gmail.com
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P.O. Box 5086, Eugene OR 97405

No outings are scheduled for 
December

If you’d like to join one of our Christmas Bird 
Counts, check out your options on pages 6-7.

First Saturday Bird Outing, January 3
Our First Saturday Bird Outings, created as part of 

our commitment to the Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance 
Inclusivity and Diversity Statement, are meant to hold 
intentional space for women, BIPOC, and LGBTQIA+ 
birders. Birders of all levels and backgrounds are welcome 
to join, particularly those who may have felt intimidated 
at the thought of birding alone or on other guided walks. 
Location and leader TBA.

FMI or to sign up, contact Sarah: ccbirdalliance.org  

Third Saturday Bird Outing,  
January 17

Our Third Saturday Bird Outings are open to all 
participants. Leader and area TBA.

FMI: Lalla Pudewell, tolalla@gmail.com, or check 
the Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance website and/or the 
Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Facebook page close to 
the outing date.

also plan to outline a “history” of LCAS over the past 50-plus 
years. I hope to remain involved in that way.

I want people to know that I followed in Dick Lamster’s 
footsteps when I became president. We met on my first bird 
outing after moving to the area and eventually married. (At 
our recent volunteer appreciation dinner he revealed, “She 
was watching the birds but I was watching her.”) Dick served 
as president for about 17 years in two blocks of time. He was 
methodical, well-organized, and had laid a solid foundation. 
Following his example, I used his advice and experience 
when needed. I will maintain the same type of role for 
Debbie so she can use my experience if it is wanted.

How has your long presidency changed you?
My role as president of LCAS and now CCBA has given 

me an identity in the community and our organization. I 
prefer to have our actions, programs, and commitment to 
our community define who we are as a group. My role was 
never a solo endeavor. Early on I realized that as a group we 
have impacts far beyond any one person’s efforts.

Any advice or wisdom?
My advice, which I remind myself of daily, is to breathe in 

the air, listen to the wind, rain, birds, and animals, … watch 
the sun’s cyclical dance with the earth, watch the stars in their 
huge vastness of space. Remember that you are a human 
related to all the other humans and creatures on our home 
planet, Earth. Life is a thing of precious beauty to share.

About Our President continued from page 9


