ECBC 2025 Home Count Summary

By Marcia Maffei, Home Count Coordinator

Our Home Counters were definitely the lucky ones who didn’t have to brave the cold, damp,
bone-chilling weather! We hope that they enjoyed a day of birding from the warmth and
comforts of their own home. Most Home Counters, though, commented on poor visibility and
less bird action in their yard this year.

The Dark-eyed Junco emerged as one of the most reported yard birds (633). Did you know that
the collective noun for a group of Juncos is sometimes called “a blizzard.” Maybe because their
white outer tail feathers create an illusion of snow when they fly?

Canada Geese (1094) and American Crows (335) made a decent showing this year and Anna’s

Hummingbirds hovered in with 108 individuals. Impressive! Other species that made the top 10
list were: Bushtits, 269; American Robin, 225; Red-winged Blackbirds, 215; House Finches,
174; European Starlings, 143 and Black-capped Chickadees, 146. The remaining species were in
single or double digits.

Hurrah for the Home Counters!

Many thanks go to these 77 birders who observed 72 species, for a sum total of 4,600 individual
birds. Especially noteworthy were the eagle-eyed birders who added two species that eluded the
176 Field Counters: 2 Canada Jays who “crossed the border,” and 26 Pine Siskins who fluttered
into five yards! Way to go!

Mark your calendar for the 2026 Eugene Christmas Bird Count, Sunday, January 3, 2027 Save
the date and plan to join us.



