CBC—Cottage Grove

By Grace Fowler-Gore, Count Coordinator and Compiler

Six of us gathered at 6:30 am, Saturday, January 3, to enjoy a delicious hot breakfast at Vintage
Inn. After counting birds throughout a warmish (46 to 55 degree) day with intermittent light rain,
19 of us gathered at El Tapatio Mexican Restaurant for our Countdown.

This year Dan Heyerly scored the first sighting of a Northern Pintail since the Cottage Grove
CBC resumed in 2017. A number of Counters mentioned that it seemed there weren’t many birds.
Heavy morning fog seriously affected visibility, while extremely low water levels in the reservoirs
affected our ability to see shorebirds.

Two Home Counters and 24 Field Counters in 11 parties resulted in a total of only 81 species
(down 11 species from last year). Our total bird count decreased 1,766 birds from last year giving us
a total of 4,683 birds.

Starlings were our stars, once again: 877 European Starlings were our highest Count bird, down
55 from last year. Dark-eyed Juncos 303 (-292) were next, followed by Mallards 288 (+168),
American Robins 244 (-224), American Crows 229 (-136), Brewer’s Blackbirds 210 (+17), Wild
Turkeys 188 (-143), and Canada Goose 172 (-49). Others in the 100 category included: Black-
capped Chickadees, California Scrub-Jays, Double-breasted Cormorants, and Rock Pigeons.

Major misses were Pine Siskin (385 last year) and American Pipit (141 last year). Other misses
were American Pelican, Pileated Woodpecker, American Dipper, Great Egret, and Green Heron.
Exciting sightings of only one or two of a species included Northern Harrier, Merlin, Great Horned
Owl, Northern Pintail, Northern Pygmy Owl, and Least Sandpiper.

A huge thank you goes out to all of the participants in the CBC process. It takes all of us to make
a difference.

For details and locations of these birds, you can check out our trip report. This year most
sightings (36 checklists for 75 species) have been submitted to the public eBird trip report: 2025
Cottage Grove CBC (Audubon #126).ebird.org/tripreport/451235




