CBC—Florence

By Vjera Thompson, Compiler

The 41st Florence Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, December 14. We had our second
highest turnout with 59 birders in the field plus an additional 7 Home Counters. Fortunately, it was
a gloriously rainless and mild day, right before a vile weather system blew in. We met together in
person afterwards for another enjoyable Countdown at Best Thai in Florence.

The strong observer participation combined with reasonable weather resulted in a robust Count
of 139 species, tying our recent high in 2022. We've only reached 140+ a couple times, most
recently in 2004. Three species were added during Count Week: Surfbird, Clay-colored Sparrow,
and Harlequin Duck.

The most surprising bird found, a Cocos Booby, was not only new for the Florence Christmas
Bird Count, it was also new for all Oregon Christmas Bird Counts. Vjera was on the North Jetty
when the South Jetty team found the bird; their shouts of excitement carried all the way across the
river to the North Jetty. Unfortunately the bird was sitting on the south finger of the South Jetty
where it was not visible from the North Jetty. Several teams hustled across town to the South Jetty
hoping to tick a fabulous bird off their life lists, only to have it fly north right before we arrived.

Other good birds included a flock of 16 Brants (13th record), our first Eurasian Wigeon in 11
years, 2 Eared Grebes, an Osprey (9th record), a Rough-legged Hawk (also first in 11 years), a
Common Yellowthroat (2nd record), and a Barn Swallow (4th record). Condon Creek Road in the
upper northeast portion of the circle was accessible for the first time in many years, which got us 5
Ruffed Grouse.

Several of our record highs appear to be connected to having enough observers to cover more
territory. Ten Pileated Woodpeckers was a great rebound number after last year’s miss (previous
high was 7in 2004). We had 17 Wood Ducks (7 in 2004), 695 Buffleheads (587 in 2022), 295 Rock
Pigeons (193 in 2011), 11 Red-shouldered Hawks (8 in 2015), 36 Belted Kingfishers found by 13
teams (35 in 1986), 35 Hairy Woodpeckers (25 in 2011), 11 American Kestrels (8 in 2016), and 24
Brown Creepers (21 in 2019). Other birds have been increasing their numbers recently, such as 40
Black Phoebes (shattering last year’s record of 30) and 453 Red-winged Blackbirds (444 last year).

Six teams owled, with reports of most of the expected species but low numbers. The pre-dawn
weather was calm and quiet, but few owls responded. We managed to scrape together Great
Horned, Barn, Saw-whet, and Barred during the pre-dawn owling. Three Northern Pygmy Owls
were found during the daytime birding. Western Screech Owl was missed.

The on-the-ground presence was evident, as our misses were less of a factor than usual. We
missed Merlin, Greater Scaup, and Snowy Plover. A Long-tailed Duck was around earlier in the
season but hasn’t been seen recently.

Thanks to team leaders Alan Contreras, Peter Ralph, Josh Galpern, Rich Hoyer, Steve
Alter, Magnus Persmark, Hal Sadofsky, Vjera Thompson, Pat Blue Heron, Marcia
Maffei, John Sullivan, Paul Adamus, Adele Dawson, and Jesse Pline. Thanks also to
Ellen Cantor for managing the upfront coordination.



