CBC—Oakridge

By Joel Geier, Coordinator and Compiler

Volunteers on the Oakridge CBC, December 31, enjoyed remarkably good weather and good
access, apart from a few lingering patches of snow at the upper elevations.

Waterfowl numbers were low, perhaps partly due to draw downs on Hills Creek Reservoir and
Lookout Point Reservoir. But still, 9 Horned Grebes were found on Hills Creek, setting a “modern’
record for this Count, which started in 1972, but then went dormant until its revival in 2010. Two
Least Sandpipers on the exposed mudflats at the top of Hills Creek Reservoir were a new species
for this Count.

Three owl species were found, including Great Gray, which is known to nest in the Count Circle
but was found in a surprising new location. Sapsucker and woodpecker numbers were good, with
records either set or tied for Red-breasted Sapsucker and Downy, Hairy, and Pileated
Woodpecker.

Eight Hutton’s Vireos was a modern record for the period since this Count was revived in 2010.
Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Western Bluebirds were also found in record-setting numbers, and a
group of four Townsend’s Solitaires doubled the previous record.

Modern records were also set or tied for Spotted Towhee, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Lincoln’s
Sparrow, and Brewer’s Blackbird. A flock of 24 Evening Grosbeaks was notable for a species that has
been declining in recent years.

Thanks to volunteers Mary Lee Sayre, Ramiro Aragon, Ruth Guzman, Jesse Pline, Deb
Hill, John Sullivan, Laura Johnson, Jim Thomas, David Braunschweiger, Darryl
Wisner, Chad Marks-Fife, Jenna Curtis, and Lynda Kammerer for another great effort!
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