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In the Classroom with BITS:  
A Look Behind the Scenes

When Birds in the Schools 
(BITS) volunteers go into 

an elementary school, we wear blue 
T-shirts with a cartoonish-looking 
crow and the words, “Do YOU like 
Birds in the Schools?”

From the Board
By Cecelia Hagen, CCBA Board Member and BITS Volunteer

BITS volunteer Clare Rozman teaching 
a feather lesson.
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Well yes, we do! We start by telling 
the students that we belong to a club 
whose members all like to look at and 
learn about birds, and that this club is 
over 120 years old!

We teach one of two lessons. 
“Feathers” starts with a slide show 
that gets kids thinking about those 
remarkable things that only birds have. 
Hands shoot up as students offer ideas 
about why a particular feather might 
be shaped that way, or to tell us about 
an encounter they had with a bird. 

The slides get the kids full of 
energy and enthusiasm. One picture 
features a barn owl’s big face and 
always elicits a gasp. We explain that 
the plate-like arrangement of feathers 
boosts the bird’s hearing. We talk 
about the owl’s asymmetrical ears, 
and how if a barn owl were in the 

classroom, it could hear each person’s 
heartbeat.

After talking about the types, uses, 
and parts of feathers, we bring out 
trays of feathers and baskets of colored 
pencils. Everyone selects a feather to 
draw. We hand out small magnifiers so 
that kids can see just how many colors 
are in even brownish beige feathers, 
and marvel at their complicated 
construction. 

While the kids work at their 
drawings, we walk around and offer 
tips and encouragement. If there’s 
time, we ask the teacher if students can 
put their drawings on the overhead 
projector so everyone can see their 
work. They are proud of their beautiful 
drawings and get a lot of appreciation 
from their peers. 

Our other lesson, “Binoculars,” 
starts in the classroom, where we hand 
out child-sized binoculars (purchased 
by CCBA, good quality and all the 
same) and explain how to use them. 
There’s always some goofing off at first 
as the kids fiddle around and look 
through the wrong end, but pretty 

Continued on page 4

Science has shown that birding improves your mental and physical health.
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Rodenticides Don’t Just Kill Rodents; 
They Kill Children, Pets, Birds and Other 
Wildlife!

I t was unusual to hear scampering 
coming from overhead. Our dogs 

have not yet mastered climbing into 
the attic space, so we knew it was 
something uninvited. Rats! I’m fine 
with the wood rats that live among 
the trees and make middens, but we 
can’t have rats in the house.

Rob, claiming that he was thinking 
like a rat, crawled around the roof, 
the deck, and foundation looking 
for potential access points. The most 
important step was to seal off all the 
ways that they might enter the house. 
Worse was figuring out how to get rid 
of the rat that was already inside. We 
made the unpleasant decision to use 
a snap trap, even though neither of 
us are fond of killing animals. Most 
people don’t like snap traps; they 
consider them gory. But they are far 
more humane than the alternative of 
rat poison. 

The newest rat poisons are 
slow acting anti-coagulants. They 
prevent clotting resulting in thirsty, 
hemorrhaging rodents staggering 
around in the open. This makes them 
highly tempting and easy to catch by 
predators. Because predators generally 
eat many rodents as part of their diet, 
the rodenticides accumulate in their 
body, often lethally. A barn owl can eat 
around 4,000 rodents in a year. But 
for owls today, capturing and eating 
their main food source could prove 
deadly. Even when exposure is not fatal 
by itself, the increase in anticoagulant 
levels causes disorientation and 
weakens the immune system. 

Alarmingly, thousands of children 
and pets are poisoned each year by 
rodenticides. In addition to owls, 
many other non-target animals are 
also poisoned. Studies have found 
rodenticides in foxes, fishers, bobcats, 
cougars, coyotes, California Condors, 
and nearly every species of hawk and 
owl, as well as in scavengers such as 
raccoons, skunks, and opossums. 

Data collected from studies 
illustrate the pervasive nature of the 
problem: 62% of 186 dead wolves 
collected from 2018 to 2022 carried at 
least one rodenticide in their bodies. 
100% of 43 red-tailed hawks admitted 
to the Tufts wildlife clinic from 2017 
to 2019 carried rodenticides. (All 
died.) Another clinic tested dead Bald 
and Golden Eagles and found that 
more than 80% carried rodenticides. 

The best way to deal with a rodent 

Conservation
Debbie Schlenoff, debbie@ccbirdalliance.org

problem is to limit attractants and 
prevent rodents from entering your 
home. If you must get rid of a rat 
already in the home, use a humane 
quick method of elimination (snap 
traps, electric charge traps). Do not use 
inhumane methods such as sticky glue 
traps. These capture a host of off-target 
animals. The Cascades Raptor Center 
reports a number of patients that have 
been stuck in glue traps. Do not use 
rodenticides. There is no rat poison 
that is safe for birds.

Although the EPA limited purchase 
for some of these toxins, they are still 
readily available and data indicate that 
the regulations did not decrease reports 
of non-target poisonings. Ironically, 
when we poison the owls, hawks, and 
other predators, we lose our most 
efficient form of pest control. Most 
people are simply not aware of the 
problems with the rodenticides and 
glue traps that we can easily purchase 
at stores and on-line. Help spread the 
word. 

How to eliminate the need for 
rodenticides.
• Seal entry points. Cover any 

openings more than a quarter inch 
in diameter with ¼ inch hardware 
cloth or wire mesh. Use steel wool 
or copper mesh to create a barrier in 
holes that cannot be plugged.

• Remove attractants like food and 
garbage. Keep outdoor grills and 
cooking areas clean. Keep all garbage 
and food in tightly sealed containers. 
Do not leave pet food out.

• Backyard chicken coops may attract 
rats. Install rat-proof flooring in 
your coop. Pick up the food scraps. 
Seal all feed in tight containers. Feed 
chickens inside their rodent-proof 
coop.

• Compost piles should be contained 
in small-mesh wire. 

• Keep firewood off the ground. 
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Continued on page 4

https://setac.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/etc.4853
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Field Notes: March 2026
Final Field Notes by Tom and Allison Mickel, atmickel@gmail.com

For April and beyond, submit reports to Rachael Friese, oregonbirdnerd@gmail.com

Sooty Grouse, American Tree Sparrow, Harris’s 
Sparrow, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Calliope 
Hummingbird

As you can see below, a number of species arrived earlier than normal this 
month. With the warm weather in the month’s latter half, numerous 

plants leafed out and/or started blooming, providing food (pollen or insects) for 
migrants. It will be interesting to see if this continues for the rest of the spring 
migration.

This is our last Field Notes for The Quail and we wanted to thank everyone that 
has taken time to provide us with their bird sightings over the years! Some have done 
it for almost as long as we’ve been writing them. It was always a pleasure to hear what 
you were seeing and/or help with ID-ing your unknown species. Take care and good 
birding! —Tom & Alison Mickel

Abbreviations: Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty of the Siuslaw River (NJSR) 

American Tree Sparrow

Sooty Grouse

Harris’s Sparrow Black-throated Gray Warbler Calliope Hummingbird
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Sooty Grouse	������������������������������������������Mar 14	�������������Sutton Campground	�������������MJ	���������������������������� Unusual along the coast
Calliope Hummingbird	������������������������Mar 14	�������������River Rd area	�������������������������TM	��������������������������� Earlier than normal
Black-necked Stilt (4)	�����������������������������Mar 21	�������������FRR – Fisher Butte	���������������MP	��������������������������� Earlier than normal
Black-bellied Plover	�������������������������������Mar 21	�������������FRR – Fisher Butte	���������������MP,KR	��������������������� Earlier than normal, some winter over
Clark’s Grebe	�����������������������������������������Mar 15	�������������FRR – Perkins Pen	����������������SH	���������������������������� Earlier than normal
Clark’s Grebe	�����������������������������������������Mar 21	�������������NJSR	��������������������������������������M&PB	��������������������� Not commonly found at the coast
Cassin’s Vireo	�����������������������������������������Mar 28	�������������Ridgeline Trail – SE	��������������JL	������������������������������ A little earlier than normal
Purple Martin	����������������������������������������Mar 22	�������������FRR – Royal Ave	�������������������NS	���������������������������� Earlier than normal
Barn Swallow	�����������������������������������������Mar 16	�������������FRR – Fisher Butte	���������������FL	����������������������������� Earlier than normal, except for Dec records
Cliff Swallow	������������������������������������������Mar 13	�������������Hills Creek Res/dam	�������������JP	������������������������������ Earlier than normal
Evening Grosbeak	����������������������������������Mar 13	�������������Hills Creek Res/dam	�������������JP	������������������������������ Earlier than normal; they can overwinter
Chipping Sparrow	���������������������������������Mar 20	�������������Pioneer Cemetery	������������������SR	����������������������������� Earlier than normal
American Tree Sparrow	������������������������Mar 22	�������������FRR – Royal Ave	�������������������JG,TJ	������������������������ Rare in Lane Co
Harris’s Sparrow	������������������������������������Mar 27	�������������River Rd area	�������������������������MM	������������������������� Rare but almost annual
Yellow-headed Blackbird	�����������������������Mar 19	�������������FRR – Royal Ave	�������������������SH	���������������������������� Earlier than normal
Common Yellowthroat	��������������������������Mar 19	�������������FRR – Royal Ave	�������������������NS	���������������������������� Earlier than normal; may have overwintered
Black-throated Gray Warbler	����������������Mar 17	�������������Alton Baker Park	�������������������MB	��������������������������� Very early – wintering?
Black-throated Gray Warbler	����������������Mar 24 	������������Skinner Butte	������������������������RF	���������������������������� Earlier than normal

FL Fiona Lewis, JG Joshua Galpern, JL Josha Little, JP Jesse Pline, KR Keaton Rebar, MB Mia Baki, MJ Mary James, MM Marcia Maffei, M&PB Mia 
& Peter Baki, MP Magnus Persmark, NS Noah Strycker, RF Rachael Friese, SH Sally Hill, SR Samuel Rogers, TJ Tye Jeske, TM Thomas Meinzen
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Thanks to  
Dennis Arendt

Dennis Arendt stepped up to 
the task of Program Coordinator 
beginning May 2018, eight years 
ago!! We extend a heartfelt thank you 
to Dennis for his many contributions 
in that role. During the eight ensuing 
years, he helped us begin and continue 
to provide the Zoom portion of the 
programs. This has allowed many 
people who can’t, or don’t wish to, leave 
home at night to share our fascinating 
programs thereby expanding our 
audience and our outreach.

Dennis has an array of talents 
that really showed up in all that 
he did—networking with people, 
scheduling and organizing to line 
up our program meetings, getting 
speakers connected and ready to go, 
fashioning warm introductions, and 
skillfully editing the recordings of the 
presentations. He arranged for speakers 
that were interesting, entertaining, and 
enlightening. 	
	 Dennis is retiring in his role as 
program coordinator. We are thrilled 
that Dennis will continue to produce 
“Interviews with Friends” and hope he 
continues to provide insight to us as 
unofficial board advisor.

As an urgent side note, we appeal 
to members to join our program 
committee. One or more individuals 
will be needed to keep those programs 
coming. (See job description p. 7)

Thanks to  
Lalla Pudewell 

Lalla has been managing the 
monthly 3rd Saturday Bird Outings 
since September 2023! We appreciate 
her being a steady presence in 
recruiting outing leaders, attending 
the outings, and reporting on the birds 
seen so others can enjoy seeing the 
results.

She has helped folks in the 
community learn about new local 
places to see birds as well as about 
which birds are being seen where. In 
doing so, she has done a marvelous 
job, and we are truly grateful for her 
consistent efforts to share with our local 
birding community.

Best wishes in your new endeavors, 
Lalla…we appreciate you and all you 
have done!

Have Follow-up Questions for 
the Gleasons?

Dan and Barbara Gleason said 
that they would be happy to answer 
any questions related to Dan’s CCBA 
program in March. He talked a lot 
about feather iridescence and refracted 
light. Several people said that they 
had questions to ask but didn’t think 
of them until after the program had 
ended. This is your chance.

Send your questions to Dan and 
Barbara at: eugenewbuowners@gmail.
com

If you missed the program, 
watch it here: youtube.com/
watch?v=xQFwnOeANdI

From the Board, continued from page 1

soon we have them trying to spot the 
cutouts of birds we have pinned up 
around the room. 

Then we go outside and walk the 
school’s perimeter, looking for birds. 
Crows are plentiful and seem to hang 
around playgrounds. One school had 
a kildeer nest they’d been watching at 
a respectful distance, and looking at it 
through binoculars was a revelation. 
If we’re lucky we spot other birds, and 
hear some, and talk about the Merlin 
app. Before we leave, we give the 
teacher a book—Birds of the Willamette 
Valley—to keep in the classroom. 

Students really appreciate the hands-
on lessons we offer. We BITS teachers 
come in wearing cartoonish T-shirts 
and leave feeling like superheroes. We 
thank the students and the teachers, 
and we thank CCBA, all its members, 
and the volunteers who keep this 
program going.

Last year the nine BITS volunteers 
taught more than one thousand 
students. If you’d like to get involved, 
there’s a place for you!

FMI: contact Barb Pope at 
birdsintheschools@gmail.com.

• 	Clean the ground around bird 
feeders or use catch trays or no-mess 
seed mixes.

• 	Remove invasive ivy—it’s a luxury 
hotel for rats. 

• 	Install rodent fertility-control bait 
stations.  

• 	Remove existing rodents with snap 
or electronic traps. 

•	 If you live in an area where 
rodenticide is not being used, install 
barn owl nesting boxes to draw owls 
who’ll control rodents naturally.

Conservation, continued from page 2

Upcoming CCBA Events
•	 Come visit our booth at the Mt Pisgah Wildflower Festival on May 17. 

FMI: mountpisgaharboretum.org/festivals-events/wildflower-music-
festival/

•	 Join us for our annual Bee Survey at Rasor Park on May 13, noon-2 pm.
•	 Come explore Golden Gardens with us on June 6. See our website closer to 

the event for more information on these last two.
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Feathered Forest

Marina Richie returns to Coast 
to Cascades Bird Alliance to 

give a preview of her new book, 
Feathered Forest: Aloft with Birds in 
Ancient Trees, due out this September, 
2026. In it she entwines the lives of 
birds with a hidden vertical world of 
wild trees. 

Climbing a 200-foot-tall 
Douglas fir within the H.J. Andrews 
Experimental Forest with Nina Ferrari  
opened her eyes to a three-dimensional 
world filled with complexity and 
beauty. Her latest book highlights the 
Cascadia bioregion which rivals the 
Amazonian rainforest in significance 
for climate and biodiversity. Her treks 
to wild and ancient forests, mostly in 
Oregon, will take us from the coast to 
the Cascades to the Blue Mountains. 

For this armchair journey upwards 
to dizzying heights, Marina will 
introduce featured birds of the 
understory (American Dipper, Pacific 
Wren, and Varied Thrush); the 
midstory (Great Gray Owl, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee, and a quartet 
of woodpeckers); and the overstory 

(Vaux’s Swift, Hermit Warbler, 
Marbled Murrelet, and Northern 
Spotted Owl). Then the Townsend’s 
Solitaire will lead us to the ancient 
juniper forests of Central Oregon. 

Each bird reveals a facet of 
multilayered, centuries-old groves 
that are critical refugia in a time of 
climate crisis. Their songs and flights 
show us what we must protect for 
the future of threatened birds, forests, 
and humankind. They teach us to 
honor dynamic forests that are messy, 
tangled, burned, and filled with living, 
dying, dead, and fallen trees. 

Marina Richie is an award-winning 
nature writer from Bend with a passion 
for birds and protecting wild places. 
Her book Halcyon Journey: In Search of 
the Belted Kingfisher earned the 2024 
John Burroughs Medal for distinguished 
natural history writing and a 2022 
National Outdoor Book Award. 

Through prose and poetry, she seeks 
to bridge the divide between people 
and the natural world. Her essays, 
blogs, and poems appear in popular 
and literary magazines. In 2024, she 
wrote a series of essays for Oregon 
Wild’s 50th anniversary called Every 
Wild Place Has a Story. She serves on 
the board of the Greater Hells Canyon 
Council and the leadership team of 
the Bitterbrush chapter of the Great 
Old Broads for Wilderness. Marina has 
a master’s degree in journalism from 
the University of Montana and an 
undergraduate degree in biology from 
the University of Oregon. Her website 
is marinarichie.com. 

The Campbell Center (155 High) 

CCBA Program—In Person and Zoom 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026, 7:00 pm
Dennis Arendt, 541.221.3691, dennisarendt@gmail.com

Marina Richie
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Marina and Nina ascending

Great Gray Owl

Hermit Warbler

will open at 6:30. The program begins 
promptly at 7:00 and will also be 
available via a Zoom link. You can 
find the link posted on the Coast to 
Cascades Bird Alliance website about 
one week before the meeting. The 
program 
will also be 
recorded and 
viewable on 
our website 
within a week.
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 Individual $20...........................................................................$_______

 Students and Seniors (65 and over) $15...................................$_______

 Family $25................................................................................$_______

 Lifetime Membership $400.......................................................$_______

 I want to do more. Here’s my tax-deductible contribution for......$_______

Total Enclosed (check payable to Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance)........$_______
To pay by PayPal, go to ccbirdalliance.org/donate/

I am a	  Current National Audubon member	  Don’t know

Please contact me regarding 
 Gift memberships	  CC Bird Alliance Living Legacy program

Mail this form and your payment to: Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance, P.O. Box 5086, Eugene, OR 97405

Name_______________________________________________

Mailing Address________________________________________

City__________________________ State_ _____ Zip___________

Phone_______________________________________________

E-mail_______________________________________________

 I would prefer to receive the e-Quail newsletter by e-mail. 
 I would like to receive e-mail alerts about conservation issues. 
 I would like to volunteer for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance activities. 

CC Bird Alliance will not release your personal information to other organizations. 
We will use it only for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance communications.

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Yearly Membership

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Welcomes You— 
Join or Renew Today!
We ask you to become a member of Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance (formerly Lane 
County Audubon Society) and support our grassroots efforts in the local community. 
Your local dues stay here to help us work on local education projects and conservation 
issues related to birds and their habitats. With your support, we will continue to do the 
things you expect from us. We welcome your suggestions and appreciate your support. 
This is your Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance!

The Quail is the newsletter of Coast to 
Cascades Bird Alliance (CCBA), a chartered 
chapter of National Audubon Society. Local 
members of National Audubon Society 
receive a free subscription to The Quail but 
are encouraged to voluntarily join Coast to 
Cascades Bird Alliance.

The Quail Subscriptions
Contact Tim Godsil at 541.915.8852 or 
tgodsil@gmail.com

The Quail Upcoming Content Deadlines 
July-August 2026: June 1, 2026
September 2026: August 1, 2026

Submit material to Karen Irmscher at 
quailkaren1@gmail.com

Nine issues published per year (Feb., Mar., Apr., May-
June, July-Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec.-Jan.)

Printed on postconsumer waste paper.  
Layout by Kerry Lutz.

@2026 Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance. All rights reserved.

CC Bird Alliance Membership Benefits
•	 The Quail—9 issues/yr.
•	 Field trips and bird outings
•	 Program meetings
•	 Educational publications
•	 Conservation issue representation
•	 Answers to questions: 541.485.BIRD
•	 Website: ccbirdalliance.org

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Officers & Board Members 

President	 Debbie Schlenoff............................................debbie@ccbirdalliance.org
Past President 	 Maeve Sowles...................541.343.8664.......maeveanddick@peak.org
Vice President	 Barbara Bryson..............................................bbryson150@gmail.com
Treasurer	 Ron Renchler....................541.345.0834.......christyandron2@gmail.com
Secretary	 Marcus Vejar..................................................marcus@ccbirdalliance.org
Members	 Hannah English..............................................hannah@ccbirdalliance.org  
	 Cecelia Hagen................................................education@ccbirdalliance.org
	 Tammie Stark................................................starkt@lanecc.edu 

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Committee Chairs

CC Bird Alliance Phone	 Cecelia Hagen................................................541.485.BIRD
Audubon Adventures	 Cecelia Hagen................................................education@ccbirdalliance.org
Bird Outings	 Louisa Krantz.................................................louisa@ccbirdalliance.org
Birds in the Schools	 Barb Pope......................................................birdsintheschools@gmail.com 
Booth	 Mitch Boriskin................................................mitbar93@comcast.net
Conservation	 Debbie Schlenoff............................................debbie@ccbirdalliance.org
Field Notes	 Rachael Friese...............................................oregonbirdnerd@gmail.com 
Habitat Haven	 Barbara Bryson..............................................bbryson150@gmail.com
Membership Data	 Tim Godsil.........................541.915.8852.......tgodsil@gmail.com
Program Coordinator	 Dennis Arendt ..................541.221.3691.......dennisarendt@gmail.com
Quail Editor	 Karen Irmscher..............................................quailkaren1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary	 Jan Rising......................................................janrising47@gmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator 	 position available
Webmaster	 Hilary Dearborn..............................................hcdearborn@gmail.com
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Using Native Plants 
in Your Garden: An 
Enthusiastically 
Attended Workshop

This was “the best of this 
sort of thing I’ve ever been 

to," exclaimed Heather, one of 
41 people who signed up for our 
sold-out workshop called “Using 
Native Plants in Your Garden.” The 
presentation that took place March 
15 at Amazon Community Center 
was enthusiastically embraced by 
the crowd. It was sponsored by the 
Upper Willamette Soil and Water 
Conservation District and put on by 
CCBA.  

Presenters featured Cynthia 
Lafferty and Becca Wages of Doak 
Creek nursery; Alan and Janet Butler 
(restoration experts); Greg Oldson, 
rain garden expert; CCBA board 
member Hannah English, employee 
of Friends of Buford Park native plant 
nursery; and CCBA board member 
Barb Bryson, manager of Habitat 
Haven. 

Participants learned a lot about 
which plants work best in our area, 
how to remove invasive plants, and 
where to begin with habitat creation. 
Stay tuned for more workshops in the 
summer. 

Follow us at Friends of Habitat 
Haven on Facebook! 

The Oakridge 
Christmas Bird 
Count Needs a New 
Organizer-Compiler
By Joel Geier

The Oakridge CBC was originally 
run by Lane County Audubon 

Society (now Coast to Cascades Bird 
Alliance) in 1972, back when LCAS 
had its headquarters in Oakridge. 
This Count still holds the all-time 
North American CBC record for 
Mountain Quail! 

It lapsed after 1985, but thanks 
to energetic local volunteers assisted 
by Joel Geier, the Count re-started in 
December, 2009, and is still going. 
Notable species in recent years have 
included White-winged Crossbill and 
Great Gray Owl (a known resident in 
the circle).  
	 Despite Oakridge being a small 
town, this Count has strong local 
support, and arguably the most 
friendly Countdown tradition of any 
CBC in Oregon. Most of the Count 
Circle is on Willamette National 
Forest lands, so access is nearly 
unlimited except by snow conditions. 
It is Oregon’s last true “mountain” 
CBC in the Cascades.

Joel currently organizes or co-
organizes 5 CBCs, which has gotten 
to be a bit much! He’d like to find 
another organizer-compiler, preferably 
closer to Oakridge than where he lives, 
who can keep this Count going. The 
main qualifications are (1) an interest 
in birds, and (2) enthusiasm to work 
with the unique and diverse group of 
folks who show up to count this area.  
	 Again, it’s a very friendly group, 
and there’s great positive feedback in 
working with this community. Please 
contact Joel at clearwater@peak.org if 
you’re interested!

Program 
Coordinator(s?) 
Wanted
By Dennis Arendt

Most of you know that I have 
been the Program Coordinator 

for the Audubon Society, now Coast 
to Cascades Bird Alliance (CCBA), 
for many years. I am retiring from 
the job in June and am helping the 
CCBA leaders find a replacement for 
this volunteer role. I hope you will 
consider taking it over.

What does the Program Coordinator 
do?
• Invite speakers for the CCBA 

monthly meetings (eight meetings 
each year).

• Ensure the Quail editor has 
information about upcoming 
programs.

• Introduce the speakers at the CCBA 
meetings.

This is not a difficult job. I have 
enjoyed arranging speakers and 
meeting amazing people with talents 
and knowledge far beyond my own. 
It has been an exciting part of the 
position. The Program Coordinator 
does not have to be a CCBA Board 
Member. I have never been a Board 
Member, though I attended most of 
their meetings. The role could also be 
shared by a team, which might be the 
best way to fill the position.

I am willing to assist with the 
transition. Speakers for September and 
November have already been arranged, 
so the new Program Coordinator will 
have a “running head start.”

If you are interested, please contact 
debbie@ccbirdalliance.org or contact 
me directly dennisarendt@gmail.com. 
I will be happy to answer any questions 
you may have.

Native Plant Workshop

mailto:clearwater@peak.org
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Check your mailing label. Has 
your Quail subscription expired?
See page 6 to renew! 

OR CURRENT 
RESIDENT

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Saturday Bird Outings & Events
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First Saturday Bird Outing, 
May 2 and June 6

Our First Saturday Bird Outings, 
created as part of our commitment to 
the Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance 
Inclusivity and Diversity Statement, 
are meant to hold intentional space 
for women, BIPOC, and LGBTQIA+ 
birders. Birders of all levels and 
backgrounds are welcome to join, 
particularly those who may have felt 
intimidated at the thought of birding 
alone or on other guided walks. Location 
and leader TBA.

FMI, contact Sarah:  
1stsatbirdwalks@ccbirdalliance.org  

Third Saturday Bird Outing, 
May 16 and June 20

Our Third Saturday Bird Outings are 
open to all participants. Leader and area 
TBA.

FMI: Check the Coast to Cascades 
Bird Alliance website or the CC Bird 
Alliance Facebook page close to the 
outing date.

Seeking New Board Members
Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance is recruiting new board members to 

help fulfill our mission of protecting birds and their habitats and 
connecting people with nature. Board members meet monthly for about 
an hour and a half to discuss how to keep our programs running smoothly 
and we occasionally communicate via email in between meetings.

We are in need of a treasurer to help provide oversight on our financial 
operations. An understanding of finance is desired to monitor income 
and expenditures through the use of bookkeeping software and to present 
financial reports to the Board.

Many Board members may choose to join committees to help with 
things such as outreach, program meetings, education, and habitat work. 
If you’re wondering how you could help or where you could comfortably 
fit, let’s chat. You can start by emailing us at: contact@ccbirdalliance.org.

First Chance to View Some Habitat Haven Gardens
We are excited to offer our first Habitat Haven Backyard 

Habitat Garden Tour, showcasing 10 local gardens that are 
certified gold or platinum! The tour is Sunday, May 3, from 
10 am to 2 pm. Tickets are required and are available here: 
shorturl.at/MVTPh 

Locations will be made available upon registration. A 2-for-1 option is 
available, as well as two other purchase levels. Thank you for supporting CCBA 
and our Habitat Haven program!  We hope you are inspired to create your own 
habitat sanctuary. FMI: ccbirdalliance.org/event/habitat-haven-native-garden-
tour/


