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News from Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance

From the Board

By Board Member Cecelia Hagen

Meet Three Promising Young Birders

he future looks brighter when

you spend time with kids who
love nature. Through my volunteer
work with the Birds in the Schools
program, I encountered these three
young naturalists whose keen interest
in birds gives me hope.

The Observer

Sawyer, age eight, started getting
interested in birds two years ago,
when he noticed a quail that was
always following a wild turkey in his
neighborhood. That year, he did a book
report about Peregrine Falcons. He likes
them because they are such fast fliers.
He told me they have been recorded
swooping down on their prey at over
200 mph!

Last April, on a bird outing for
families sponsored by CCBA and
Nearby Nature, Sawyer’s talent for
spotting birds was obvious. His mom

said he “comes alive” when he’s outside.
On a family trip to Costa Rica, even
their guide was impressed by Sawyer’s
ability to find wildlife.

Sawyer likes to photograph birds
with his dad’s camera. He hopes to have
a birthday party at the Cascade Rapror
Center when he’s a little older and his
party guests can be counted on to be
calm enough not to disturb the birds.

As I spoke with Sawyer and his
mom, we heard a chipping noise and
noticed that a Steller’s Jay was drinking
from a water bowl. Sawyer spotted the
Annas Hummingbird that was harassing
the jay. We watched as the jay flew
into an oak tree, where the hummer
continued to pester it. Clearly Sawyer’s
powers of observation and his love of
wildlife will continue to be part of his
life, even though he doesn yet know
what he wants to be when he grows up.

The Artist

When I sat down to talk with
Landon, a first-grader, he started
taking papers out of a large
envelope—a few of his many drawings
of birds. He named them as he went
through: Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk,
cardinal (“we don’t have those here”).

Landon enjoys using his binoculars:
“They make things SO close!” His

teacher has a well-used classroom copy

Bird drawings by Landon
Continued on page 4

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance

541.485.BIRD

CCBirdAlliance.org

P.0. Box 5086, Eugene, OR 97405

E1 facebook.com/LaneAudubon

instagram.com/
coasttocascadeshirdalliance/

Sept CCBA Program .. 5

Oct CCBA Program .....7




Conservation

ome for wildlife, including

birds, means more than just
a place to sit on your nest. Home is
where you find food and shelter, fresh
water, protection from inclement
weather and predators, resources to
build that nest in spring or survive
the winter, places where your young

By Debbie Schlenoff, debbie@ccbirdalliance.org

Home Is Where Wildlife Thrives

can grow and learn to fend for
themselves. In other words: home
= habitat. And without habitat,
animals, and especially endangered
species, are unlikely to survive.

That is why we were so dismayed to
learn that the current administration
has recently changed the rules of

the Endangered Species Act so that
the definition of “harm” no longer
includes destruction of habitat. The
chances of saving an endangered
species when its habitat is no longer
protected are near zero.

You can help — email your members
of Congress, letting them know you
strongly disagree with removing
habitat protection for endangered
species. Request that they co-sponsor
legislation that would block this
devastating rule. To find your member:
congress.gov/members/find-your-
member

She has this to say about herself:

I was born in Oklahoma City and
lived in Norman for some 28 years
after graduating from OU with a
degree in accounting. I birded there,
mostly on my own, enjoying the
scissor-tailed flycatchers and painted
buntings which were abundant in the
summer months. My partner and I
moved to Cottage Grove in January
of 2004 and lived south of Cottage
Grove Lake for 18 years. I was and still
am active with the Coast Fork Birders

Warm Welcome to Julie Parker As
CCBA Board Member and Treasurer

and have participated in a number of
Christmas Bird Counts.

I left my career in public
accounting several years ago and
am happily retired. While public
accounting wasn't fulfilling in a soulful
sense, it did give me a skill set which
can be used to help organizations like
CCBA and I'm grateful to be given
that opportunity.

I spend a lot of my free time
working with Senior Dog Rescue
of Oregon, based in Corvallis. I

have always had a passion for dogs,
especially older dogs, and working
with the organization gives me great

pleasure.

Julie Parker with foster dog, Oliver.

New Interview with Friends

In this video you will meet four women who were casual birders and
changed into enthusiastic birders, chasing rarities and keeping detailed
lists. Dennis Arendt interviews them to discover what brought about
these changes. Take a look at this video. These interviews will amuse you
as well as enlighten you about four women who are excellent birders.
There are some added bits at the end; watch those, also.
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Field Notes: June/July 2026

Rachael Friese, audadventures@gmail.com

Green-tailed Towhee, Franklin’s Gull,
Willet, Great-tailed Grackle, Tufted
Puffin

ummer is upon us and the breeding season is winding down. Many of our

Photo: Wikimedia, naturespicsonline.com

local birds have become much quieter than they were just a few weeks ago.
It’s a great time to keep an eye out for southbound birds as migration ramps up.
Shorebirds are already moving through and soon enough, waterfowl and other
migrants will be on the move, as well.

Photo: Wikimedia,pamfromcalgary

Abbreviations: Fern Ridge Reservoir (FRR), North Jetty Siuslaw River (NJSR)

Franklin’s Gull

Common Nighthawk

More urban reports than recent years

Black-necked Stilt. ... Several reports of chicks

American Avocet....... ... Uncommon migrant in Lane Co
Pacific Golden-Plover Never common inland

Hudsonian Whimbrel........................... June 11 ........... . Unusual inland reports
Long-billed Curlew...........ccoccoevurruenucen. June/July Uncommon for the breeding season
Marbled Godwit...........ccreueveeceiuerennn. June/July Uncommon for the breeding season
Solitary Sandpiper .... ... Known breeding location
Wandering Tattler .... ... Found in small numbers in “fall”
Willet......cocrernnnee ... Rare in Lane Co

WllEt ..., Rare in Lane Co
Ruddy Turnstone..........ccceeuneureuerecencnnee Heceta Beach.....cocccuvcencunennee RF oo A normal time for migration
Pectoral Sandpiper

First report for fall migration

Pomarine Jaeger........ccccocovveuiiiiiininnnne. Heceta Head ....coovecencencnnnnee Late migration north?

Tufted Puffin .... Heceta Head... ... Former breeding location
Tufted Puffin ........ NJSR.... ... Rarely seen in Lane Co anymore
Bonaparte’s Gull... .. FRR..... ....M.ob. ... Uncommon for inland Lane Co
Franklin’s Gull........cccoecveerviniunennnnn. FRR cocvtreeneeineiciecineienaes TG o Very uncommon in Lane
Forster’s Tern........ccocoeveuemninneuneeeiecnennes FRR v M.ob. .o Unusual in Lane Co

Elegant Tern........cccoouviuniuniuccuniinnnnn. Coastal Florence........cccevuueeee M.ob. c.vererercerrenne Rare this far north

Prairie Falcon.........cococveneuiincninccncnnc. Middle Sister ......ccoveeureeunenee JQueeene West edge of summer range
Ash-throated Flycatcher . Mt. Pisgah ...... ... Has summered in the past
Ash-throated Flycatcher Dorris Ranch.. ... Early migrane?

Bank Swallow ...................... FRR...cccovvne ... Early in the season

RoCk Wren.......cooooveveveveeeeeeeeeeveeeann Cascades .....oooevevererererererenennnes M.ob. o Small numbers breed in the Cascades
Continued on page 4

Photo: Wikimedia, Gregory “Slobirdr” Smith

Photo: Wikimedia, MEyeLoveBirds

Photo: Wikimedia, Ron Knight

Willet N Great-tailed Grackle Tufted Puffin
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Field Notes, continued from page 3

Not uncommon on Lane Cascade peaks
Uncommon in Lane Co

.... Uncommon in Lane Co

many observers.

From the Board, continued from page 1

Singing bird — Breeding?

.... Very rare in Lane Co

Rare in Lane Co

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch July 4 Diamond Peak MC

Brewer’s Sparrow July 17 FRR JS

Brewer’s Sparrow June 14 Hills Creek area......o.oveueunen. CAsetal..neenne.
Vesper Sparrow June 15 Creswell area DR

Green-tailed Towhee .........ccooeuveenn... July 29....coene.e. Scott Lake......ooovvevveveeeiiiaennns HKetal...............
Great-tailed Grackle ............ccccvvunuece. July 14............. Creswell Area CK

American Redstart.........c.ccoeoeververnnnnee. June 15............. Groundhog Mtn..........cccuc.... JO,LP...eee
Indigo Bunting........ccccocovrvnriencirnninnn, July 3. M. Pisgah ..o CW s

.... 5th or 6th Lane Co record

.... 3rd summer at this location

AM Alan Moss, CA Christopher Adlam, CK Chris Keppler, CW Connor Wade, DB Dan Broers, DC Danny Ceravolo, DP Diane Pettey, DR Dina
Roberts, GB George Burruss, HK Holly Knight, JO Jeff Oaks, JQ Jack Quigley, JS John Sullivan, LO Laura Osinga, LP Lalla Pudewell, MA Mathias
Anderson, MC Margaret Conley, NC Nancy Clogston, RF Rachael Friese, SH Sally Hill, SM Sylvia Maulding, TG Thomas Guggemoos. M.ob. signifies

of Birds of the Willamette Valley and
says Landon loves to look through it.
Landon’s mom says that Landon
was really into dinosaurs when he was
two. It wasn't long before he started
noticing the birds at their feeder.
He was intrigued by their different
characteristics and remarked that some
were very similar to dinosaurs!
Although the whole family likes
to watch birds, Landon’s profound
interest has amplified theirs. They have
bird books and Landon always wants
to know if the bird he’s studying lives
in Oregon. Theyre hoping to take a
trip to see a cardinal so he can view one
in person.

The “Plover Lover”

It’s safe to say that most of students
in Kelly Stroh’s class are plover fans.
Each year, when the Killdeer (a kind of
plover) returns to a field by the school,
Stroh teaches about them and invites
students to make posters. These posters
are then placed around the field to help
raise awareness and protect the eggs
from people and dogs.

When fifth-grade student Hana first
learned about Killdeer, it lit a fire in
her. She went home, did research, and
wrote and illustrated a brochure about
them—all before she had even seen any

Killdeer!

Hana started coming to school
on weekends to see if the eggs had
hatched. The other students nicknamed
her “The Plover Lover.” Ever since
this intense interest bloomed, she’s
been getting lots of bird-related
presents, including binoculars from her
grandfather, a crocheted Killdeer for
her keychain, and a pet parakeet from
her parents.

In addition to Killdeer, she’s now
studying Bald Eagles (“our nation’s

bird”) and robins—she likes to watch
them turn their heads from one side
to another as they walk around so
they can see what might be good to
eat. When she grows up, Hana would
like to be a veterinarian or a wildlife
biologist.

If youd like to have encounters with
young animal enthusiasts by joining the
volunteers in the schools, please contact

me at education@ccbirdalliance.org

The inside of Hana's Killdeer brochure
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the Yangtze River Dolphin, and has
CCBA Program—In Person and Zoom

Tuesday, September 22, 7:00 pm

Dennis Arendt, 541.221.3691, dennisarendt@gmail.com

Beaked Whales: Widespread but
Least-known Whales

And the Beaked Shall Inherit the Earth:

Being a Worldwide Review of Beaked Whale Diversity

continued to be closely involved in
efforts to prevent extinction of the

Vaquita Porpoise, now the most
critically endangered marine mammal
on the planet.

Currently, Bob lives in Newport,
Oregon, and is an affiliate of OSU’s
Marine Mammal Institute. His wife
and colleague, Lisa Ballance, is director
of the Institute.

Come to the Campbell Center, 155
High St., Eugene, on September 22.

September 22, 2026 The doors open at 6:30. The program

700 PM
Campbell Center

begins at 7:00. There will be a zoom
link available on the CCBA website

he Coast to Cascades Bird

Alliance is presenting a really
unusual and superbly interesting
program on September 22. You will
meet Robert Pitman, a guy who is
the new Jacque Cousteau. He travels
the world looking for and studying
marine mammals, including these
almost unheard-of creatures called
“beaked whales.” In this talk, we’ll
take a deep dive into their weird and
wonderful world.

Although beaked whales
(Ziphiidae) are common and
widespread in all the world’s oceans,
few people have ever heard of them,
much less seen one. They are the least-
known, large animals on the planet,
and three species have never been
identified alive in the wild. They are
also amazingly diverse. With at least 24
described species, they represent one
quarter of the world’s known cetaceans
(whales, dolphins and porpoises).

‘m" the Cdit to Cascades Bird Alllance

Robert Fitman

About Robert Pitman:

From 1976-2019, Bob worked as a
marine ecologist for NOAA’s National
Marine Fisheries Service in La Jolla,
California. He participated in over
170 scientific research cruises in all the
oceans of the world, including more
than 30 trips to Antarctica. He has
published over 150 papers in the peer-
reviewed literature and co-authored
two editions of a Guide to Marine
Mammals of the World.

Bob’s main research interest has
been the ecology of killer whales. He
led efforts to describe five different
‘ecotypes’ of killer whales from the
Southern Ocean, each with their own
unique color patterning and different
food and foraging habits, and recent
genetics analyses suggest that these
might, in fact, be separate species.

He is an expert on beaked whales,
was a member of the expedition
that chronicled the extinction of

about one week before the event.

Fall Migration is Here!
Please help birds along their way.

Reduce artificial light at night. Light
pollution disorients birds and interferes
with their ability to navigate using the
stars. Keep lights shielded and pointed
down. Use motion sensors and timers
for security lights.

Birds don't see glass. Reduce collisions
by covering windows and glass doors
plus closing curtains, shades, or blinds.
Effective solutions include “Acopian bird
savers,” feather-friendly strips, bird tape,
netting, and closely spaced decals or
designs. FMLI: stopbirdcollisions.org/
Provide safe stop-over habitat. Use
native plants in the garden to provide
food and shelter for birds. Keep
gardens messy. Birds use leaf litter, dead
snags, and branches. They eat seeds
from old flower stalks and seek cover in
old plants. Avoid the use of pesticides.
Keep cats safe at home, thereby
making our neighborhood stop-over
sites safe for birds. Supervised cats

are healthier and face fewer dangers

as well. FMI: humanesociety.org/
resources/home-sweet-home-how-
bring-outside-cat-indoors.
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President
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Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Members

Gt Aac”

The Quail is the newsletter of Coast to
Cascades Bird Alliance (CCBA), a chartered
chapter of National Audubon Society. Local
members of National Audubon Society
receive a free subscription to The Quail but
are encouraged to voluntarily join Coast to
Cascades Bird Alliance.

The Quail Content Deadlines

Program Coord
Quail Editor

Submit material to Karen Irmscher at
quailkaren1@gmail.com

Six two-month issues. Printed on postconsumer waste
paper. Layout by Kerry Lutz. @2026-27 Coast to Cascades
Bird Alliance. All rights reserved.

Webmaster

Join or Renew Today!

Bird Alliance!

CJIndividual $20........ccvvveerreeiierrieiseesse st ssesesseessseeens
[] Students and Seniors (65 and over) $15..........ccccoevereveirrennnne.
CIFaMIlY $25......oieeeieeeeree ettt
[ Lifetime Membership $400..........ccccevrerrrersierseisseessiennenns
[11 want to do more. Here’s my tax-deductible contribution for .....

Total Enclosed (check payable to Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance).......
To pay by PayPal, go to cebirdalliance.org/memberships/

| am a [] Current National Audubon member [] Don’t know

Please contact me regarding
[J Gift memberships [] CC Bird Alliance Living Legacy program

The Quail Subscriptions CC Bird Alliance Phone
Contact Tim Godsil at 541.915.8852 or Audubon Adventures
tgodsil@gmail.com Bird Outings

Birds in the Schools

Nov-Dec 2026: October 1, 2026 Booth

Jan-Feb 2027: December 1, 2026 Conservation
March-April 2027: February 1, 2027 ’

May-June 2027: April 1, 2027 :Ie:)qtNtOI:eS
July-Aug 2027: June 1, 2027 abitat fiaven
Sept-Oct 2026: August 1, 2027 Membership Data

inator

Recording Secretary
Volunteer Coordinator

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Welcomes You—

We ask you to become a member of Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance (formerly Lane County .
Audubon Society) and support our grassroots efforts in the local community. Your local dues .
stay here to help us work on local education projects and conservation issues related to birds .
and their habitats. With your support, we will continue to do the things you expect from us. .
We welcome your suggestions and appreciate your support. This is your Coast to Cascades

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Officers & Board Members

Debbie Schlenoff...........cccceveeveevicrnrcnnns debbie@cchirdalliance.org
Maeve Sowles...... .541.343.8664......maeveanddick@peak.org

Barbara Bryson..........ccccceeveenensnncinneies bbryson150@gmail.com
Julie Parker.........c.cocovveveveeececcceseseseseennas treasurer@cchirdalliance.org
Marcus VEJar.........ccveeeereeereeereneeneneeeseeeeees marcus@ccbirdalliance.org
Hannah English..........cccoevvvnniccnnsesiennns hannah@ccbirdalliance.org
Cecelia Hagen.........c.ccoeuveeurenenensineneiniseennns education@ccbirdalliance.org
JESSE PliNE.......cooveeiceecce e jessepline@gmail.com
Tammie Stark......ccoeveveereereererererenees starkt@lanecc.edu

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Committee Chairs

Cecelia Hagen..........oceveeereeereneeneneinineiees 541.485.BIRD

Cecelia Hagen...........ccoevveevveereeverenserereeienaes education@ccbirdalliance.org
Louisa Krantz..........cccccoeveeenennnsenneenseinnns louisa@ccbirdalliance.org
Barb Pope birdsintheschools@gmail.com
Mitch BOriskin..........coceuveernecinencenneiceiennes mitbar93@comcast.net
Debbie Schlenoff...........ccoceeevvevecrceinnnnns debbie@cchirdalliance.org
Rachael Friese .........coovveevvvenicccnecerienes audadventures@gmail.com
Barbara Bryson........ccccccevvvnninennneniennns bbryson150@gmail.com

Tim Godsil.......ccveeeereeenee 541.915.8852.......tgodsil@gmail.com

seeking volunteer

Karen Irmscher ... quailkareni@gmail.com

JAN RISING ...voveveccecerr s janrising47@gmail.com
position available

seeking volunteer

CC Bird Alliance Membership Benefits
« The Quail—6 issues/yr.

« Birds and Beyond— our emailed bulletin
Field trips and bird outings

Program meetings

Educational publications

Conservation issue representation

» Answers to questions: 541.485.BIRD

« Website: cchirdalliance.org

Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Yearly Membership

Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Phone

E-mail

[11 would prefer to receive the e-Quail newsletter by e-mail.
[J1would like to receive e-mail alerts about conservation issues.

[J1would like to volunteer for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance activities.

CC Bird Alliance will not release your personal information to other organizations.
We will use it only for Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance communications.

Mail this form and your payment to: Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance, P.0. Box 5086, Eugene, OR 97405
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traveled extensively in Central and

CCBA Program—In Person and Zoom
Tuesday, October 27, 7:00 pm

Dennis Arendt, 541.221.3691, dennisarendt@gmail.com

South America and many places in
the southwestern Pacific and had a

camera at his side for the past twelve
years. Forest has presented programs
for many local bird groups as well as
Thailand is For the Birds, and ... NI
producing professional programs to
show his spectacular photographs and
illuminating stories.

Please join your friends on October
27, Tuesday, at 7 pm at the Campbell
Center, 155 High Street in Eugene.
Doors open at 6:30; the program
begins at 7. It can also be viewed over
a Zoom link which will be available
on the CCBA website about one week
before the event. It will be recorded
and viewable on our website about a

week later.

L ocal birder, photographer, butterflies encountered along the
and amateur naturalist Forest way. For birders, few sights are more
Tomlinson will share highlights from  exciting than a pheasant disappearing
his recent journey through Thailand into the forest or a brilliantly colored
in a presentation that takes audiences pitta emerging from the shadows of
on an exploration of the country’s the understory. Forest will share the
extraordinary biological diversity. challenges, surprises, and rewards of

This program is for anyone searching for these elusive species,
interested in birds, wildlife, along with the landscapes and people
photography, travel, or the natural that made the journey memorable.
world. Whether you are an “Thailand is one of those places
experienced birder or simply curious where you never quite know what
about the extraordinary creatures of you're going to find around the
Southeast Asia, Forest’s photographs next corner,” says Forest. “You can
and stories promise an entertaining be searching the forest for a pitta
and visually rich journey into the wilds ~ or pheasant one moment and find p
of Thailand. yourself completely distracted by

His presentation will feature a spectacular butterfly, an unusual z[’
photographs and stories from the reptile, or some other creature you've
field, with special attention to never seen before. That sense of
some of the region’s most sought- discovery is what makes traveling for Switch to the digital newsletter.
after birds—including pheasants, wildlife so rewarding.” It’s the same content, in an eco-
broadbills, and pittas—as well as Forest is a retired school teacher friendly version!
the remarkable reptiles and colorful who started birding in 1986. He has
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Coast to Cascades Bird Alliance Saturday Bird Outings & Events

First Saturday Bird Outings,
September 5 and October 3

Our First Saturday Bird Outings, created

as part of our commitment to the Coast
to Cascades Bird Alliance Inclusivity and
Diversity Statement, are meant to hold
intentional space for women, BIPOC,
and LGBTQIA+ birders. Birders of all
levels and backgrounds are welcome to
join, particularly those who may have felt
intimidated at the thought of birding alone
or on other guided walks. Location and
leader TBA.

EMI or to sign up, contact Sarah:
Istsatbirdwalks@ccbirdalliance.org

Third Saturday Bird Outings,
September 19 and October 17

Our Third Saturday Bird Outings are
open to all participants. Leader and area
TBA.

FMI: Check the Coast to Cascades Bird
Alliance website or the CC Bird Alliance
Facebook page close to the outing date.

Bon Voyage to Vaux’s Swifts
at Agate Hall

his year CCBA/LCAS will host three Bon Voyage to Vaux’s

Swift events outside Agate Hall on UO campus at sunset, on
Fridays: September 4, 11, and 25. Vaux’s Swifts use the Agate Hall
chimney to roost for the night during their migration.

It is fascinating to observe the swifts as they swirl above and gather
before flying off to Central and South America for the winter. We
may see thousands of birds funneling down into the chimney, but on
any given evening there is no guarantee!

Look for the CCBA/LCAS banner at the 17th and Agate parking
lot north of Agate Hall. Stop by and enjoy this annual natural
phenomenon. It’s free! Non-birders and children may be enticed to
join you if you add a trip to Prince Puckler’s ice cream and/or the
nearby playground to your evening’s agenda.

FMI: 541.343.8664 or check out the Events page on our website
ccbirdalliance.org.
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